
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Grand Knight’s Comments  
 
Brother Knights, 
 
Welcome to our two new transfers to Council 3303:  Noah Sonne and Mark 
Skawinski. 

Congratulations to the Council Knight of the 
Month – Gordy Barnes and Family of the 
Month Brian and Nancy Tolbert. 

Thank you to all who participated and 
assisted with the Council and Assembly 
Installation on Sunday, August 20th.  Please 
refer to the article in this edition of the 
Knightlighter. 

Maui Fire Relief efforts – the Council and 
Assembly have donated to the Knights of 
Columbus Charities to direct financial 
assistance to the Maui community during this 
very difficult time. 

Also, in our ongoing financial support to the Religious Community Services 
(RCS), the Council and Assembly was the Premier Sponsor for their 
inaugural fundraising Gala on Saturday, August 19th. 

Email Communications – Brothers, if you have or are planning or have 
changed your email address, please notify me, so I may update your email 
address in our database. 

Please keep in your prayers Brother Thomas Dalton, who passed away on 
August 11th and Sir Knight and Past Faithful Navigator Sandy Stewart, 
who passed away on August 16, 2023.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~. 

. 

 

Randall Ramian 
Grand Knight 
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300 Club Results for the Month of August 

Below are the winners of the August drawing.  If interested in joining the 300 Club or getting an additional number, 
please contact Gerald Brenc or Brian Tolbert. Brian’s email is bgtsaluki@gmail.com and telephone number is 910-546-
7264. 

Numbers are $50/number for the year, with 210 drawings annually (4 per week for $100 total and two semiannually for 
$1000 each) for a total of $7200 in winnings.  

Profits for the 300 Club will be given to the Council for distribution to the many charities the Knights support. 

 

August  Winners 

 $50 $25 $15 $10 

August 6th               Margaret Pederson                Emma Sisco                    Pat Rocco                     Eva Hernandez 

August 13th                William Maher                       Jim Kelly                     Brian Hayson                  David W Nelson 

August 20th             Minnie Rancantore                Heather Blust              Norman Meissner              John Spakowski            

August 27th                 John Williams                  Capt. P A Miller               Margaret Bagg                    Jack Betler 

 

Gerald Brenc & Brian Tolbert  
Co-Chairs 

 
  

Knights of Columbus 300 Club Potluck Dinner 

 
300 Club Members and Knights, 

Our semi-annual $1000.00 drawing will be Sunday September 10, 2023 at the Knights of Columbus Hall. It will be a 
potluck dinner, the main dish, meat, ice cream and ice tea will be provided by the K of C. There will be a cash bar for 
beer and wine. All members of the 300 Club, Knights, and their spouse or guest are welcome to attend. 

Half year membership can be purchased for $25.00. Social hour will be 5:00 to 6:00, dinner will be served about 6:00. 
Drawing to follow. Please bring a dish of your choice if your last name begins with: 

 A thru J   Salad 
 K thru R   Vegetable 
 S thru Z    Dessert 

Hope to see you there! 

Thank You 

Jerry Brenc—Doug Uhland 
gjbrenc@gmail.com   
630-235-0242 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

                              
 

Knight of the Month - August 

Gordan Barnes is the Monsignor James R. Jones Knight of the Month for August.   

Gordy was recruited to join the Knights of Columbus 5 years ago by Bob Donley.  He started working with Bob in tools 
and eventually took over that department.  Gordy also heads up the St Paul School Christmas party, the Widow’s 
Luncheon and holds a seat on the Columbus Club board. You can also find Gordy working with the kitchen team during 
the Lenten fish fries, St Patrick’s dinner and shrimp boils.  

Gordy is from Emporium, Pennslvannia and his wife Sheila is from Seneca Falls NY which is in in the heart of the Finger 
Lakes.  They have lived in Seneca Falls NY, Tulsa OK, Danville and Erie Pa and Cary NC before they moved to New 
Bern in 2003. They owned and operated William’s Farm and Garden Center before retiring in 2016. They have 2 children 
and 7 grandchildren  

Please join me in congratulating Gordan Barnes as our pick for Knight of the Month 

 

Paul Masotta   

Deputy Grand Knight 
 

 
Family of the Month – August 

August 2023 Family of the Month: Sir Knight Brian Tolbert and his wife Nancy 

This month we salute Sir Knight Brian Tolbert and his wife Nancy as Council 3303 Family of the Month!  

Nancy and Brian grew up in a small town in Illinois named Pinckneyville. They met in high school and married some years 
later in 1987. Brian enlisted in the Army the same year and served with the 101st Airborne. In 1992, he was commissioned 
in the Navy and served literally all over the world until retiring in December of 2022. 

They visited New Bern when they were stationed at Camp Lejeune in 2015 and fell in love with the area. Fairly quickly they 
had the chance to return to Camp Lejeune in 2020 and decided to homestead here in New Bern. 

Brian joined the Knights in 2021 and became involved in several activities including: Bingo, LAMB, the Assembly yard sale, 
shrimp boils, and most recently the 300 club.  Brian tells us: “Being retired, it is easier to be more involved and there are 
plenty of opportunities to volunteer with the Knights!”  He graciously tells us that he hopes to continue being involved and 
will do all he can to help when and where needed. 

Nancy has worked at Saint Paul Catholic School for 4 years and loves the environment, the mission, and working with the 
kids. She returns home every day exhausted but happy and feels certain that she is making a difference. 

Brian and Nancy both enjoy golfing and hope that in the future they will be able to spend more time together on the golf 
course. Other interests they share include traveling to new places and enjoying the different life-styles and cuisine.  Brian 
also likes making beer and enjoys sharing it with friends. 

He offers an invitation: “If you are in Greenbrier and want to play golf or have a beer, stop on by.” 

We are honored to have Brian as one of our band of brothers and salute Nancy for being such an amazing bride. 

Congratulations to Sir Knight Brian Tolbert and his wife Nancy! 

Terry Anderson 
Recorder 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
Membership Director’s Desk 

Taking a Stand 
In the latest Columbia magazine our Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly wrote a very enlightening article called Taking a 
Stand.  In the article he states "Armed with charity and unity, the Knights of Columbus have long responded to attacks 
against the Catholic faith and human dignity. He goes on to say that while we cannot take on every fight, 2 million 
Catholic men can make an enormous difference where it matters most--always through prayer and often through action. 
Think of the difference our council and assembly has made to the lives of more people that we could ever imagine.  

When disaster strikes, whether it be here or elsewhere in the world, we are out front leading the charge to help in any 
way we can. Bigots and anti-Catholicism critics can criticize all they want but it is the Knights of Columbus who come 
through in a charitable and giving way.  We as Knights will continue to speak out and stand up for human dignity and the 
fundamental rights of all.  I urge each and every Knight to spread this message to other Catholic men who are not 
Knights and ask them if they would like to share in our fight and TAKE A STAND! 

 
Dan Macsay 
Membership Director 

 
LAMB Report 

On Aug 11 there was a shrimp fry and there was a raffle for a $100 Publix gift card which was donated to us. Final tally 
was $266 for the raffle , and earlier in the week we received a $100  cash from Lowes New Bern, which makes August 
deposit $366.   

We are planning on being at the next yard sale , Oct 5-6-7. Also, MUMFEST is Oct 14-15, we will have a booth hopefully 
at the same spot as last years, set will be Friday Oct 13.  On Oct 22 the ushers will collect after the masses for LAMB ( 
there is no 5 pm Saturday mass). I just requested to solicit at Harris Teeter in Carolina Colours on Saturday Oct 28, 
waiting for a reply.  Sept 1 I will be sending out our mail solicitation to everyone who contributed in the past. September 
and October will be busy months. Thanks to everyone for your continued support.  

NOW FOR SOMETHING NEW TO OUR PROGRAM 
The last three years have indeed been challenging. As you know, LAMB stands for “ Least of my Brothers “. Therefore, I 
am challenging you to participate in a new program in our Council 3303 to help us reach our goal of being able to 
distribute 100% of the needed funds requested to our participating schools for students with intellectual disabilities for 
their needed learning supplies and equipment, and for Special Olympics. 

Our funding has been substantially reduced by covid and the fact that we can no longer solicit funds at our Walmart on 
MLK Dr. That was a primary source of our income, 2 days twice a year, contributing to ovehalf of our income. We have 
decided to dedicate the month of September 2023 towards helping LAMB achieve it's goal by asking you, our members, 
to give what you can, be it $2, $5 or $10 or whatever you can afford, so that you will be able to say that you have taken a 
personal interest in our program. Being a 501 (c) (3) charity, all donations are tax deductible. Checks may be made out 
to “LAMB Foundation of North Carolina”.  

Last year we were only able to distribute 74% of the requested funds, partly because the needs have increased. Help me 
make it possible to get that up to 100%. LAMB is a year long project, Jan 1 to Dec 31 of each year. At this time I would 
like to thank all who have participated in the sidewalk collections at the different venues to help raise money for our 
program.  

All donations can be directed to myself or any officer at any Knight function, meetings, etc or by mail to K of C PO BOX 
13903 New Bern NC 28561.  

Tom Henry 
LAMB Co-Ordinator Council 3303 

 

 



 

 

 

COUNCIL 3303 AND ASSEMBLY 1820 OFFICERS INSTALLATION 

On Sunday afternoon, August 20th the Monsignor James R. 
Jones and Assembly Kenneth I. Parker 2023-2024 Officers 
were installed at the Columbus Hall.  In addition to the 
officers and guests in attendance, several Knights of 
Columbus North Carolina State Officers attended to include 
State Chaplain – Father William Lesak, who also presided 
as the Chaplain and Friar for the Council and Assembly 
Installations respectively; District Deputy 2 – Joe Banks; 
Field Agent, Scott Lauzon, who presided as District Warden; 
District Master (4th Degree) JP Horvat; and Regional District 
Marshall – Joe Metz. 

The Installation reception dinner was once again held at the 
Flame.  During the dinner, the Council and Assembly 
recognized several individuals for their efforts the past 
Fraternal Year.  The Council recognized Sir Knight Craig 
Baader as the Knight of the Year.  Sir Knight Paul and Marie 
Masotta were recognized as the Family of the Year.  

 

Additionally, Sir Knights Doug Uhland, Kevin Blust, Danny 
Gennantonio and Bob Sisco were recognized for their 
Outstanding and Dedicate Service to the Council representing the 
Bingo Team for many years. The Assembly, Faithful Navigator 
Phil Nassef presented the Sir Knight of the Year to Sir Knight Pat 
Rocco for his efforts this past year.  Additionally, Sir Knights, 
Armand Dion, Craig Blackwell, Ron Biggs, Craig Baader and 
Denny Colbert for their continuous efforts with furniture and 
appliance pickups in support of the Yard Sale Team. 

Thank you to our photographer, Brother Tony Cruz. 

Randall Ramian 

Grand Knight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL 3303 OFFICERS 2023 - 2024 

ASSEMBLY 1820 OFFICERS 2023 - 2024 



 

 

 

INSTALLATION DINNER PHOTO GALLERY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

SIR KNIGHTS DENNY COLBERT, CRAIG BAGWELL, & 

ARMAND DION RECEIVING THEIR APPRECIATION 

AWARD FROM FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR PHIL NASSEF FOR 

THEIR DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE YARD SALE TEAM 

SIR KNIGHTS KEVIN BUST AND DOUGLAS UHLAND 

RECEIVING THEIR APPRECIATION AWARD FROM 

GRAND KNIGHT RANDALL RAMIAN FOR THEIR 

DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE BINGO TEAM 

PAUL AND MARIE MASOTTA RECEIVING THEIR   

FAMILY OF THE YEAR PLAQUE FROM GRAND KNIGHT 

RANDALL RAMIAN 

CRAIG BADER RECEIVING HIS KNIGHT OF THE YEAR 

AWARD FROM GRAND KNIGHT RANDALL RAMIAN 



 

 

 

 Assembly 1820 Shrimp Boil 

 
The timing leading up to this event was a bit stressful as our supplier had not had a 
good harvest yet this year. Normally they have their first significant one in early to mid-
June! Thankfully, the catch was good and we picked up freshly caught local shrimp the 
morning of the event. A bit too close for 
comfort!!  

Once again, we had a sellout crowd for 
this event on with 215 customers. 

The attendees consumed 220 lbs. of 
shrimp, ???? of beans, ???? of tater 
salad, ???? of coleslaw, three large 
cakes (to keep the ladies happy). 

Altogether, this made for a great shrimp boil!!! 

A big thanks to the cooking crew who cooked up 220 lbs. of delicious 
shrimp, making use our new outside deck, which protected them from 
inclement weather that thankfully never came. 

Inside, our kitchen crew cooked up Doug’s gourmet beans and worked to prep the food and re-stock the buffet (many, 
many times). Both crews did such a good job that we were able to start serving 30 minutes early. 

Our bartenders did their normal fabulous job of keeping the crowd properly 
hydrated! 

It was great to see our new pastor, Father Steven, attend the event, offer the 
opening prayer, and spend the night with the attendees. He also established himself 
as a bit of an entertainer at the microphone!! 

Next Shrimp Boil is sponsored by the Council and is scheduled for October 27th. 

Hope to see you there!! 

 

Phil Nassef & Craig Baader 

Shrimp Boil Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Patrick Kelly to the Knights, “Catholic men 
have a duty to protect families.” 

Addressing more than 2,000 Knights of Columbus Tuesday afternoon, 
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly urged the assembled to stand strong as 
men of faith amid new challenges facing the Catholic Church today.  

In his speech to Knights, along with several cardinals, bishops, 
priests, and religious at the 141st Supreme Convention at Orlando 
World Center Marriott in Orlando, Florida, Kelly emphasized the need 
for Catholic men to continue standing for the faith and for the weak 
and vulnerable. 

In the face of what he called “new anti-Catholic bigotry,” Kelly said 
that Catholic men “have a duty to protect families,” most especially 
the widowed and orphaned. 

Recalling the Knights’ principles of “first in faith and charity,” Kelly 
highlighted the order’s efforts in response to post-Dobbs attacks on 
unborn life, support for those affected by the war in Ukraine, and 
response to a growing “epidemic of loneliness” that has particularly impacted young men in America. 

Kelly pointed out a 2023 study from the U.S. Surgeon General that “reported that we are living through an epidemic of 
loneliness and isolation.”  “I submit that the Knights of Columbus offers a cure,” Kelly said. “In this time of loneliness, we 
offer fraternity. In this era of isolation, we extend the hand of friendship. And in a world that offers apathy and anger, we 
invite men to lives of meaning and mission.”  “In this age of mediocrity, the Knights of Columbus invites men to 
greatness: to sacrifice themselves for the good of others; to commit to a higher call with a band of brothers; and to stand 
strong in the breach, side by side, instead of being swept away by the culture, one at a time,” he said. 

Kelly emphasized the Knights of Columbus’ support for Ukrainians impacted by the ongoing war and pledged the 
Knights’ continued support.  “Within 36 hours of Russia’s invasion, we established the Ukraine Solidarity Fund,” Kelly 
said. “Eighteen months later, we have raised over $21 million. I cannot think of another time in our history when so many 
gave so much, so fast.” 

He thanked all the Knights who have been a part of the order’s relief efforts in Ukraine, calling them “the hands and feet 
of Jesus Christ.”  “Ukraine is becoming a nation of heroes,” Kelly said.  Addressing Ukrainians whose lives have been 
upturned and devastated by the war, Kelly said: “You are not alone. We are with you. And the Knights of Columbus are 
not going anywhere.” 

Recalling the recent Dodgers scandal, in which the Los Angeles Major League Baseball team honored an anti-Catholic 
hate group called the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence with a “community hero award,” Kelly said that Catholic men are 
called to defend the faith even more vigorously in the face of such bigotry. 
“I was shocked to see a professional baseball team honor an anti-Catholic hate group that masquerades as nuns,” Kelly 
said. “This group mocks Our Lord and Our Lady in the foulest ways. And they insult the courageous women religious 
who have dedicated their lives service. I can to prayer and think of no more blatant example of the new anti-Catholic 
bigotry.” 

While Catholics have taken criticism for their work upholding religious freedom and the sanctity of life, Kelly urged the 
Knights to never back down from defending the truth of the Catholic faith.  “There is nothing hateful about the sanctity of 
marriage, the reality of biological sex, or the humanity of the unborn child,” he said. “And the Knights of Columbus will 
never apologize for defending the truth.”  “We stand for the truth because it’s right — even when it leads to ridicule and 
scorn,” Kelly said. 

 

 

 

SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY ADDRESSES 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CONVENTION IN 

ORLANDO, FL. ON AUGUST 1 2023   



 

 

 

Kelly acknowledged that “the fight for life is far from over” and that struggle has even grown in importance with new 
efforts to undermine the right to life in states across the country.  “Life will be on the ballot in many states over the next 
two years,” Kelly said.  “This November,” he went on, “Ohio will vote on whether to put the so-called right to abortion into 
its constitution. Radical activists are already pouring millions of dollars into this battle. They think it will be the beginning 
of the end of the pro-life movement. But we will prove them wrong.”  

Highlighting the Knights’ Aid and Support After Pregnancy Program, Kelly shared how the Knights have supported 
pregnant and parenting mothers since the overturn of Roe v. Wade. Through the program and other efforts, the Knights 
have donated 1,745 ultrasound machines and raised $6 million for pregnancy resource centers and maternity homes 
across the country. 

Rather than backing down from the fight for life after the overturn of Roe, Kelly urged Knights to stand stronger on the life 
issue than ever before.  Kelly said that the Knights remain dedicated to not only making abortion illegal but also 
unthinkable. He mentioned the Knights’ efforts to reach younger generations with the pro-life message, pointing out how 
the order teamed with the Sisters of Life to put on the first-ever “Life Fest,” which took place in January the morning of 
the national March for Life and was attended by more than 4,000 youth.  Our goal is the same,” he said, “win more 
hearts, change more minds, and enshrine the right to life in the laws of the land.” 

“Think back to where we were, just a few years ago. The powers that be said Roe was settled law. They said it would 
never be overturned. But the pro-life movement kept the faith. And we carried the day,” Kelly said. “Since the end of Roe, 
nearly half of our states have taken new steps to protect life. And as I stand before you today, 14 states have ended 
abortion altogether — and more are on the way.” 

Reprint of Article by Peter Pinedo, Catholic News Agency, August 2, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Faithful Navigators Report 

  
If you did not smell the shrimp cooking then you missed out on an awesome shrimp boil. 
Wow, what a crowd we had for this event. The shrimp was flowing and the beer was 
too. We had about 220 people in attendance. I would like to thank my crew for doing a 
great job. You guys rock! The next shrimp boil will be Oct 27th at the Knights Hall. If you 
missed this passed shrimp boil don’t miss out on the next one. You don’t know what 
you’re missing!  

I would like to thank Bo Weinbok for his service to the assembly. Bo was our purser. Bo 
did an outstanding job. Once again thank you for all that you have done. We will miss 
you and May God Bless you!  

Deacon Jim was given $500.00 towards the Crop Walk. If you would like to participate 
please reach out to the Deacon for more information. Thank you Deacon! 
The installation of officer’s will be held on August 20th at 3pm. Come out and be a part 
of the ceremony.  

Set your calendars for December 2nd for the next 4th degree. All you 3rd degrees 
should come out and take your 4th degree. This event is in your own backyard so please take the time to get your 4th 
degree. The cost is free, and I will be sending out more information for anyone who is interested in the coming months. 
The next meeting will be held September 13th at 7pm.  

The yard sale is looking for help. If you have the time on a Monday or Tuesday morning please consider volunteering your 
time from 9 to 12. We would appreciate all the help we can get. The next yard sale will be October 5th, 6th, and 7th. Tent 
set up will be on September 29th. Please come on out and help. For all those who come to help we will be providing lunch 
and ice cold beer. Yes! Free beer if you come out and help!  

I want to thank you all for your help and support! I could not do any of this without each and every one of you. May God 
bless you and protect you and may he turn his face to you. Mary Queen of Knights look after us, amen and amen.  
You all are the BEST! 

Philip Nassef 

Faithful Navigator  

 

 

Sir Knight of the Month – August 

 
The selection for Sir Knight of the Month is Bob Sisco.   

Bob was born in Brooklyn NY, and grew up in Long Island. After high school Bob joined the Air Force where he attained 
the rank of E-4 after 3 years.  After the Air Force he worked in various electronics jobs before joining the Postal Service 
and worked there for 35 years. Bob has one son, who will be retiring from the military soon and two grand daughters.  Bob 
joined the Knights in 1993 and was the 3rd degree Financial Secretary for several years. Bob has been an active support 
of the Council and Assembly. He heads up the computer section of the yard sale and can be found there on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. He and his team check out the computers donated, updates them and makes repairs as needed. He also assists 
at the yard sale setting up and taking down the tents. Bob also works in the Bingo sales on Monday nights. Bob is a great 
asset to the Knights, his dedication and service are deserving of recognition as Sir Knight of the month.  

Ron Biggs 

Faithful Captain 
 

 

 

 



 

 
MONSIGNOR JONES GOLF TOURNAMENT 

RIVERBEND COUNTRY CLUB 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

 

 Lunch at 12:00 
 Shot Gun Start at 1:00 
 Closest to the Pin On All Par 3 
 Calloway Scoring 
 $45.00/Person Covers Lunch and Golf 

 

 

Make Check Payable to Riverbend Country Club  

Contact Paul Masotta @ 978.943.6881 for Registration or Additional 
Information 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Federal Bureau of Intimidation? 
After news leaked out earlier this year about the 
existence of an internal FBI memo targeting 
“radical-traditionalist Catholics” as potential 
domestic terrorists, FBI Director Christopher 
Wray hastily assured Congress it was merely a 
highly regrettable blunder initiated by only a 
single overzealous FBI field office in Richmond, 
Virginia. Indeed, as recently as last month, he 
reaffirmed this talking point.  

But we now know that Director Wray’s 
assurances weren’t accurate. Pressured by the 
House Judiciary Committee to provide more 
details about what happened, the FBI released a 
less-redacted version of the memo. It disclosed 
that at least two other   offices located on the 

other side of the nation, in Portland, Oregon, and Los Angeles, had contributed to the drafting of the 
Richmond office’s memo. 

Even if Wray’s earlier comments had been accurate, it would have been a serious matter. It’s extremely 
concerning that any component of the nation’s preeminent law enforcement institution could somehow 
conclude that a nexus exists between a traditionalist Catholic faith and a propensity toward committing 
terrorist acts — and that this hypothetical threat somehow justifies attempts to infiltrate Catholic parishes to 
keep tabs on these potential evildoers, as the memo recommends.  

Aside from the shortage of credible evidence substantiating this link between terrorism and Catholic belief, a 
rudimentary understanding of the First Amendment should have been more than enough to deter anybody 
working for the FBI from stumbling down this constitutionally prohibited rabbit hole. 

We still don’t know if the Richmond memo is reflective of an agency-wide FBI suspicion that Catholics are 
potential criminals, courtesy of the content of their faith, and certainly we should hope and pray this isn’t the 
case. House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, is currently pressing the FBI for more 
information that hopefully will clarify this crucial point. 

But the wording of the memo gives additional reason for concern. While it ostensibly targets only “radical-
traditionalist” Catholics, two of the four issues the memo cites where these individuals’ beliefs might coincide 
with violent right-wing terrorists are “abortion rights” and “LGBTQ protections.” What is being implied here? 
With respect to the sanctity of human life and the proper expression of human sexuality, traditionalist 
Catholics align completely with the settled Church teachings that all Catholics are called to uphold.  

Therefore, the FBI memo appears to imply that being pro-life or believing that sexual activity should take 
place only in the context of a marriage between a man and a woman constitutes a potentially grave threat to 
public security.   

It’s also disturbing that the FBI officials who crafted the memo utilized the Southern Poverty Law Center as 
their source for identifying nine radical-traditional “hate groups” in the U.S. The far-left activist center has been 
repeatedly denounced for its indefensible campaigns to collectively demonize individuals and groups who 
disagree with its progressive viewpoints as purveyors of hate. 

 

 

 

FBI DIRECTOR CHRISTOPHER WAY 



 

 

 

Then there is the memo’s Orwellian recommendation that FBI agents attempt to recruit traditionalist Catholic 
parishioners to keep tabs on “radical traditionalists” in their ranks. It should go without saying that such Soviet-
style information-gathering tactics, within houses of worship, are completely unacceptable. 

As Catholics, we must hope that the memo was indeed mainly the misguided creation of a single FBI office. 
But combined with the FBI’s ongoing participation in the Biden administration’s weaponization of the 
Department of Justice against pro-life advocates, it’s not paranoid to be concerned that the FBI is on its way 
to becoming an agency of intimidation wielded against the Catholic faithful of our nation whenever we speak 
out against destructive social agendas like legal abortion and gender ideology. 

The FBI’s treatment of Pennsylvania pro-life advocate Mark Houck is another notable case in point. After the 
Department of Justice somehow concluded he ought to be prosecuted because of a minor altercation with a 
local abortion activist in Philadelphia — even though local prosecutors earlier had judged that no legal action 
was warranted — a squad of heavily armed FBI agents arrived at Houck’s home to cart the Catholic husband 
and father off to jail in front of his horrified wife and seven children.  

At his trial in January, a jury exonerated Houck after deliberating for less than an hour. In light of that 
outcome, it’s not unreasonable to conclude that the federal prosecutors who initiated Houck’s show trial knew 
from the outset there was little chance of a conviction. But by proceeding as they did, they wanted to send a 
chilling message to pro-life advocates everywhere. 

One final thing to remember: Since the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 2022 Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
decision, abortion activists have unleashed a wave of violence against pro-life pregnancy centers and 
Catholic churches and other houses of worship. Given this context, which should make it easy for federal law 
enforcement officials to judge who really poses a serious threat of criminal misconduct, actions like the 
Richmond FBI memo and the arrest and prosecution of faithful Catholics like Mark Houck are even more 
repugnant.  

They need to come to a permanent end, starting immediately. 

 

This article is a reprint from the National Catholic Register August 18, 2023 Editorial section   
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K of C 
Council 3303 

Request for Personal Information Update 
Help keep the Council informed so they may keep you informed 

 

Member Name                                                                                Member #                          Date of Request   

 

 

 

Information to be changed 

What do you wish to update? 

Existing Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Change to Information  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please return this form to: 

A drop box will soon be available in the Chambers to return your request: 

Post Office costs continue to rise and add considerable expense to the Council's budget. 

Do you have an email address or have access to an email address? 

Email Address to use: _________________________________________________ 

Thank you for helping us to keep accurate and up to date records. 

All Information will be sent to the Financial Secretary for his attention. 

 

The Tech Team 
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