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Grand Knight’s Comments

Good Day, Brother Knights

As we approach the end of June, | want to take a moment to reflect on what
= = a busy and successful month it has been for our
community.

First and foremost, congratulations to everyone
involved in the assembly for organizing another
wonderful yard sale! Your efforts not only helped raise
funds for our activities but also brought our community
together in a spirit of collaboration and support. It's
always great to see so many familiar faces and meet
new friends.

For those of you who missed the Founders Day picnic, | truly regret that
you couldn’t join us—everyone had a fantastic time! The atmosphere was
filled with laughter, good conversation, and a sense of camaraderie. A
special shout-out to Phil, Rocco, John Morgan, and Knight Ron for their
exceptional work in preparing and serving the food, as well as for handling
the cleanup afterward. Your hard work did not go unnoticed, and we really
appreciate your dedication.

It is with heavy hearts that we also acknowledge the passing of our beloved
Deacon, friend, and supportive Knight, Deacon Jim. His contributions to our
community were profound, and he touched the lives of many. His kindness,
wisdom, and service will be sorely missed, and he will always hold a special
place in our hearts.

Looking ahead, | want to remind everyone to RSVP for the Installation
Dinner scheduled at the Flame on August 17th. This event will be especially
meaningful as we celebrate the assembly's 45th anniversary alongside the
council's 75th anniversary. It’s a time to honor our history, recognize our
achievements, and look forward to the future. To make the evening even
more enjoyable, we'll be offering a selection of meals: beef, salmon, or
chicken. So please make sure to submit your RSVP as early as possible to

For further details or to send in your RSVP, you can reach out to our Faithful Navigator, Ron Biggs, or our Grand
Knight, Paul Masotta. They will be happy to assist you.

Thank you all for your continued support and hard work. Each of you plays an essential role in making our community
thrive, and | look forward to celebrating with everyone at the dinner!

Fraternally yours,
Paul Masotta, Grand Knight




In Memoriam

On June 11th, the Catholic community of St. Paul suffered a devastating loss with the
passing of Deacon Jim Hackett. Deacon Jim stood out prominently through his volunteer
work, not only at St. Paul Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus, but also in the
New Bern community and the surrounding areas of Eastern North Carolina.

Since moving to New Bern from San Diego in 2017 with his wife, Lisa, Deacon Jim had
been a prominent force in bringing our community closer together. His life was grounded
in serving others. Among the many ministries he participated in were serving as the Prison
Ministry Chair, leading the Order of Christian Initiation (OCIA) and Liturgy committees,
being on the Pastoral Council, and leading the Social Sundays Welcoming Committee and
the Ushers/Ministry of Hospitality.

His fervent passion for spreading his authentic Catholic values was evident in his
involvement in numerous Knights of Columbus events, such as the Lenten Fish Fries
and Knights Masses. He was especially dedicated to serving marginalized groups,
seniors, their caregivers, and the homeless. Perhaps his greatest achievement was
being recognized as the Knights of Columbus North Carolina State Deacon of the Year
for 2023.

Deacon Jim served as the Board Chair for Faith Connection in New Bern and was a
Founding Member of the Coastal Carolina Disaster Resiliency Agency (CCDRA), where
he headed the Case Management and Emotional and Spiritual Wellness Committees.
He was also a member of the New Bern Chamber of Commerce Non-Profit Council and
served as the Committee Chair for the New Bern People's Assembly while playing a
leadership role in the Hunger Crop Walks.

Given his impressive accomplishments, one cannot help but wonder, “How do you gy

replace someone like this?” The answer is clear: you cannot. His spirit of love and devotion cannot be replicated. For
those of us who served with Deacon Jim, we celebrate this incredible gift from heaven and declare, “Well done, good and
faithful servant!”

On behalf of the Officers from Council 3303 and Assembly 1820
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300 Club Results for the Month of May

As a reminder, | have removed all unpaid numbers for the June drawing. If you did not renew your
number and would like to renew or purchase a new number please make your checks payable to the
300 Club, send your payments ($50 per number) to:

MSGR James R. Jones Council, No. 3303 or Brian Tolbert
PO Box 13903 3003 Peppercorn Road
New Bern, NC 28561 New Bern, NC 28562

As a reminder, all are welcome to join, you DO NOT need to be a Knight.

If you are uncertain if you are paid for the 300 Club, please email me at bgtsaluki@gmail.com or text to
910-546-7264.

We have scheduled the next 300 Club Dinner for September 7%, Social will begin at 2:30 pm and Dinner
at about 3:00 pm. A letter will be mailed out as a reminder to everyone in August.

Below are the winners of the June 2025 drawings. Your membership is especially important to us
because it allows Monsignor Jones Council 3303 to contribute to about 28 charitable organizations that
serve our local area.

$50.00 $25.00 $15.00 $10.00

Week 1

Eva Hernandez Shirley Daniels Joe Stuppiello Sonia Macsay

Week 2

Mary Jane Jaskolka Liz D’Allessandro Maria Lynch Guy Norton

Week 3

Judy Kelly Mary Jane Jaskolka Paula Hartman Leo Kuhlman

Week 4

Paul Scharf Lucy Andre Guy Norton Kathy Nelson
Brian Tolbert

Chair
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LAMB 2025

In May 2025, we had a successful fundraising month for LAMB, with significant contributions that showcase the
generosity and support of our community. On the 10th, we organized a collection at Food Lion on Glenburnie, where we
gathered an impressive total of $471.00. Just a few weeks later, on the 31st, another collection at Piggly Wiggly brought
in $400.00.

Additionally, our June yard sale was another highlight, where we managed to raise $309.00, thanks to the hard work and
dedication of the Troops of St. George, who lent their support and efforts to make the event a success.

As a result of these fundraising efforts, our total contributions have reached $3,391.00 for the year so far. We truly
appreciate everyone's assistance and contributions, which have been invaluable in helping us reach our goals.

Looking ahead, we are excited to share our plans for the fall. We are scheduled to hold collection events at Walmart and
Food Lion in James City during September. Furthermore, October is already shaping up to be an eventful month, as we
have the yard sale, MUMFEST, and a Usher collection at the Masses lined up. We can't wait to continue working
together and achieving even more in our upcoming events! Thank you once again for your ongoing support.

Tom Henry

LAMB Coordinator
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Knight of the Month — June

The Knight of the Month for June 2025 is Clark French. He was
born in Waggoner, Oklahoma, and resided in various towns
throughout the state prior to establishing his home in Miami ("My-
Am-Uh,"), Oklahoma, where he graduated from high school in
| @ 1965. He pursued his studies at the University of Oklahoma;

however, his education was interrupted due to the Vietnam War.
He subsequently enlisted in the United States Navy and attained
the rank of Petty Officer 2nd Class, serving in Naval Security as a
Yeoman.

Following his honorable service, he returned to Oklahoma,
married his beloved, Hannah, and completed his undergraduate
studies at the University of Oklahoma. He worked for
approximately eight years as a Psychology Assistant before
transitioning into the television and appliance industry alongside
his brother. Ultimately, he established his residence in New Bern,
North Carolina, where he has enjoyed a fulfilling retirement for the past twelve years. Clark has been a member of the
Knights of Columbus for thirty-five years and has undertaken numerous roles within the Council and Assembly. Kindly join
me in congratulating Clark as this month’s Knight of the Month.

Ralph Aviles
Deputy Grand Knight

———— e




Family of the Month — June

June 2025 Family of the Month: Phil and Agnes Barber

Agnes grew up in Rochester, New York as a first-generation Italian American
with one foot in each culture. She had just started a career in substance
abuse counseling when she met Phil at a church dinner while he was living
and working in a Catholic Worker House.

Until college age, Phil lived in the rural Catskill Mountains of New York with
! his parents and siblings. During his first year of college, Phil’s father took a
transfer with IBM to the Research Triangle Park in Raleigh.

The late 70’s and early 80’s were ones of growth and surprises, from
working in banking computer operations, to entering seminary studies and
the Dorothy Day Catholic Worker Movement while volunteering at soup
kitchens. The biggest surprise of his life: finding that God led him to his

future bride, Agnes Marini.

Phil and Agnes were married in 1985 and they had their first 2 kids while living in Rochester. They later decided to move
closer to one of their families, choosing the Raleigh area where Agnes gave birth to their third child. They now have 4
granddaughters from ages 5 to 14 with whom they love spending time!

After raising their kids in Wake Forest, they moved to Newport to be closer to Phil's widowed mom and Agnes began
working at Catholic Charities where for 8 years she served as both Senior Pharmacy Program Coordinator and Program
Director. She is now working part-time with Catholic Charities in New Bern, looking forward to retirement even though
she still loves her work!

During the earlier years of their marriage, Phil worked primarily in areas of substance abuse treatment and prevention
until he changed career paths into hearing aids and hearing conservation.

In 2017 they moved to New Bern and immediately became active in St. Paul parish life and ministries including serving
as Eucharistic Ministers at Mass as well as for the sick and homebound. They also serve as part of the OCIA team as
well as Catholics in Action. They assist with giving people rides to Mass and supporting the Hispanic Community as
much as possible - for example being sure there are donuts at Spanish Mass for Donut Sunday. They also help with the
First Saturday adoration schedule and participate in the St. Monica Rosary prayer group helping where asked.

Phil became active with the Knights in 2017, although during his earlier years with Council 3303, he was often on the
road working in hearing aid sales in offices around NC and SC. During those years, he was barely able to do more than
attend meetings and help some with LAMB and Right to Life activities. As his work time commitment decreased over the
last year and a half, they also had to contend with a few medical issues as Phil underwent a hospitalization June 2024
and a cancer treatment this past winter. Even with all this, Phil is working hard to have an impact as the Membership
Director.

Their hobbies have consistently revolved around family and church activities, some sports, gardening and
reading. Agnes also loves water aerobics.

Council 3303 is proud to honor Phil and Agnes Barber as the June 2025 Family of the Month. Congratulations to them
both, and may God continue to bless and keep them in good health!

Terry Anderson

Recorder




e ———

Faithful Navigator’s Report

It is with great sadness that we report the loss of Brother Knight James R. Hackett. The Knights will
miss him greatly. Our condolences go out to his wife, Lisa, and his family. May his soul and the souls of
all the faithfully departed rest in peace.

Another yard sale is now in the books, and it was a huge success. We had a great turnout of over a
thousand bargain hunters during the three-day sale. The weather cooperated each day until we closed
up for the night. Our yard sale team worked extremely hard, and we want to thank the volunteers. The
ladies and gentlemen who work every Monday and Tuesday did a fantastic job setting up the items for sale. One factor
that really pushed us to new heights was the effort by Ralph Aviles to prepare the boat for sale. The boat sold for
$13,500. Total sales for the yard sale amounted to $57,153. Although we were supposed to take two weeks off, the calls
have already started, and we are booked until the first Monday in July. Here we go again!

The Knights' mass schedule for the remainder of the yard is as follows:
* 19 July - Sat @5pm

* 17 Aug - Sun @8am

* 21 Sept - Sun @11am

* 18 Oct - Sat @ 5pm

* 16 Nov - Sun @ 8am

* 21 Dec - Sun @11am

We need maximum participation from Knights on these dates. Please coordinate with Terry Anderson to fill the
Eucharistic positions.

A cleanup of the storage room, organized and managed by Sir Knight Phil Nassef, proved to be a remarkable success.
Many Knights helped expedite the process with their combined efforts. The room was entirely emptied and thoroughly
cleaned. Unused items from previous years were cleared out, facilitating the consolidation and reorganization of
essential items for better future use. Thank you to everyone who participated and contributed to this successful project.

In celebrating our independence, we pay tribute to all military branches and the Knights, Sir Knights, and members of the
St. Paul Parish family who have served.

The upcoming Assembly meeting is scheduled for July 9th, starting with the 1730 Officers meeting, followed by the All
Hands business meeting at 1900. We hope to see you there.

Once again, heartfelt thanks to all our supporters and volunteers; your contributions make our good work possible.

Ronald B. Biggs

Faithful Navigator
Assembly 1820
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Summer Yard Sale a Hugh Success to End the Fiscal Year!

e R

YARD SALE VOLUNTEERS INCLUDING MARINES FROM CHERRY POINT MCAS

| am thrilled to report that we successfully completed our June Yard Sale, wrapping up the fiscal year despite the dismal
weather forecasts from our local meteorologists.

Our last sale of the year was our all-time record setter, generating $57,153 in revenue for the Assembly, including the
presales and the sale of the donated boat.

Given the lack of Marine volunteers on Thursday and the bleak weather forecast, we elected to rent a box truck to help us
expedite the deliveries. I'm glad we did, as it worked out very well and made the deliveries much easier for our crew.

Big thanks to Phil Nassef and the kitchen crew that provided the meals for the volunteers all week — they did a great job!
We were very fortunate with the weather, as we only received
appreciable precipitation on Thursday, and it was not during

hours of the sale. We were also fortunate enough to have a substantial
amount of furniture inventory, which initially prevented us from
emptying our storage building, a good thing!

We were extremely fortunate to have volunteers from Cherry Point on
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday, who were a tremendous help moving
the heavy items and making deliveries along with their most capable
driver — Rich McGee. A big thanks to Don Hanson for coordinating
the volunteers as Craig was out of the country on vacation during the
week (although he did check in several times from Zimbabwe).

We also placed advertisements in The County Compass and its
related news outlets. This, along with our two overhead street banners
and some other road signs along with the radio interview that Roger
Brown and George Halyak participated in seemed to get the message out.




As noted previously, the proceeds of the sale fund more than $50,000 in donations that the Assembly makes each year to
a group of local and national charities, which include: St Paul's CC & School, RCS, Boys & Girls Clubs & Homes, Promise
Place, FF Harbour Hospital Auxiliary, Craven County Partners in Education, Fund for Needy Children, New Bern Senior
Center, MS, YMCA, Red Cross, St Jude’s, and a number of veterans charities. It also provides the funding for the capital
reserves retained to support the all three elements of the K of C in New Bern.

Although we had a number of our new Assembly and Council members working at the sale, we can always use more help.
Please consider volunteering in support of this event, especially on Tuesday or Saturday afternoon.

Next sale is scheduled for October 2nd — 4th!

Pat Rocco

Yard Sale Chairman

American Red Cross Acknowledgments

At our June 11th Assembly meeting, we had the
privilege of hosting James O'Reily from the American
Red Cross's Disaster Programs and Kristen Willis, who
represents the Blood Drive Program. Both speakers
conveyed heartfelt gratitude for the invaluable
contributions made by the Knights of Columbus.

In particular, Denny Colbert was acknowledged for his
remarkable commitment to organizing Blood Drives at
the Columbus Hall, facilitating the donation of an
impressive total of 340 pints of blood across 12

. successful events. His dedication not only reflects the
spirit of community service but also highlights the
critical role our organization plays in saving lives.

Additionally, Ralph Aviles received recognition for his
exemplary efforts in supporting the Red Cross program,
where he has played an instrumental role in aiding various geographical areas that have been ravaged by natural
disasters. His work demonstrates a profound commitment to helping those in need, especially in times of crisis.
Together, both Denny and Ralph exemplify the core values of compassion and service that the Knights of Columbus
uphold.

Edward Martinez on behalf of Ronald B. Biggs, Faithful Navigator, Assembly 1820
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RCS Thanks Knights for their Contributions

RCS guest speaker Ann Marie Devanney attended our recent meeting and took a moment to
express her heartfelt appreciation for our generosity towards their initiatives. She highlighted
the impact our contributions have made and encouraged continued support for their efforts.

Additionally, she proposed the idea of scheduling a tour of the facility, emphasizing that it
would be a great opportunity for us to see firsthand the work being done. She suggested that
we arrange this tour by appointment to ensure a meaningful experience for all involved.

As a reminder,‘the upéoming gala is set for October 18, and it will kick off at the historic Tryon Palace. It's an exciting
event that promises to be both enjoyable and impactful.

Edward Martinez on behalf of Ronald B. Biggs, Faithful Navigator, Assembly 1820
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Sir Knight of the Month — June

Assembly 1820 is proud to honor Sir Knight, Gary Allen, for June 2025.

Gary is a native son of New Bern and worked with Past Grand Knight "Red" Derda and Mrs.
Aggie at Craven Bakery until graduating from New Bern High School. In 1974, he left home to
go to trade college and one year later married his bride Tina (Weldon) Allen. The couple
moved to Charlotte, NC, where Gary worked as the Senior photographer/copywriter for the
Advertising Dept. of Winn-Dixie food stores, returning home to New Bern in 1981.

Tina's mom, Betty Tracy, was organist for St. Paul's, so Gary and Tina joined the St. Paul's
Adult Choir and became converts by joining the St. Paul's parish family in 1982.

Gary’s advertising career included The New Bern Shopper, The NB Gazette and Sunshine Garden Centers as
Advertising director. He also worked for the New Bern Sun Journal, in sales and later as circulation director. Gary finally
retired from WCTI TV12 as Senior Commercial Video Editor.

Gary became a Knight during an exempilification in New Bern Council 3303 in 1983. He was eventually selected as the
Music guy for the Degree team and later became the Degree team Warden. Two years later, Gary became a Sir Knight
in Assembly 1820 and has been an active member ever since, serving both the council and assembly, volunteering for
numerous events, and attending most Knights’ social gatherings regularly.

Gary says he has enjoyed the good life being a Knight and is honored to have spent many years helping out on social
gatherings, dances, award-winning scrapbooks, Championship bowling teams, building funds, and, of course, Yard
sales!!! Great job, Sir Knight Gary Allen, as we finally honor you for your dedication to the Knights of Columbus.

Mike Lynch

Faithful Captain




Name

Lawrence L Winsor
Matthew D Miller
Mark S Layel
James E Walley
William R Harwood
David A Ross
Anthony R Storniolo
Ernest Jerry Jensen
James Terry Anderson
Carlos Manuel Espinoza
Brian J McCarthy
David W Nelson
Joseph F Urbaniak Jr
Joseph D Kelly
John P Doban
Otto G Linden
Charles W McKenna
Michael J McDonald
Roger A Brown
Timothy W Bettcher
James D Gardner
Andrew J Ferree
John F McQuade llI

Birth Date

7/4/1956
7/11/1997
7/12/1957
7/12/1983
7/13/1937
7/13/1950
7/14/1948
7/15/1940
7/18/1952
7/18/1953
7/19/1946
7/19/1942
7/20/1938
7/22/1939
7/23/1996
7/23/1937
7/23/1991
7/24/1980
7/25/1942
7/27/1975
7/29/1938
7/30/1996
7/30/1947

Age

69
28
68
42
88
75
77
85
73
72
79
83
87
86
29
88
34
45
83
50
87
29
78
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\\:@f/ Columbus’

Years of Service Anniversary

Name

Daniel D Oschwald
Kevin P Blust
Robert M Lauer
John H Scharf
Paul N Scharf
Timothy W Bettcher
Richard Dodson
Patrick A Rocco
Ralph Aviles
Rolando Corona
William E Maher
John P De Guzman
Russ G Hunter
Anthony W Fleming
Charles W McKenna
Roger A Brown
Michael P Cotter

‘ Anniversary Date ‘ Years of Service ‘

Ignacio G Rancatore
James R Braddick
Joseph T Stuppiello
John F McQuade llI

Robert A Montedonico

o

7/28/1994 31
7/2/1996 29
7/17/2001 24
7/19/2005 20
7/19/2005 20
7/8/2008 17
7/14/2009 16
7/14/2009 16
7/12/2011 14
7/12/2011 14
7/23/2014 11
7/11/2017 8
7/11/2017 8
7/18/2020 5
7/11/2021 4
7/6/2022 3
7/12/2023 2
=

& Knights of

\\f!f/ Columbus’

Wedding Anniversaries

Minnie Rancatore

Jean Bradd

Teresa Stuppiello

Diane McQu

Fran Montedonico

7/8/1962
ick 7/11/1953
7/19/1969
ade 7/24/1971
7/31/1982

63
72
56
54
43




Shrimp Boill

- -

-

Assembly 1820 Shrimp Boil

Tetdaaxr A zzeezzcd Oth
rriaay, August o

To Be Held at Columbus Club Hall

1125 Pine Tree Drive
New Bern, NC

Social Hour @ 4:30 pm - Dinner @ 5:30 pm
$21 per person

Tickets sold at Bingo on 7/21, 7/28 & 8/4 and after
masses on weekends in early August
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Patriotism, Independence Days and the K of C

What does patriotism mean? Where and when do Knights celebrate Independence Day?

In early July, the two nations in which the Knights of Columbus was first established both celebrate their
independence: Canada on July 1 (“Canada Day”) and the United States on July 4 (“Independence Day”).

Independence days are typically celebrated with public displays of patriotism, including parades, picnics,
fireworks displays and speeches at civic events. Members of the Patriotic Degree of the Knights of Columbus
— the Fourth Degree — will often be found turning out in full regalia at these ceremonies.

Patriotism has been one of the four principles of the Knights of Columbus since the Fourth Degree was
established in 1900, with a ceremony on February 22. Each of the major jurisdictions of the Order has its own
version of the Fourth Degree Ceremony. Each focuses on the distinctive history of Catholicism and the Knights
in that particular country, which can be explored in the book Knights of Columbus: lllustrated History

PATRIOTISM AND FAITH

In 2005, not long before he died, St. John Paul Il published what was to be his last book, Memory and Identity.
He discusses good and evil, church and state, freedom and democracy, and the Communist and Nazi

totalitarianism which produced so much human tragedy during the 20th Century.
The saint drew a careful distinction between nationalism and patriotism.

“Whereas nationalism involves recognizing and pursuing the good of one’s own nation alone, without regard
for the rights of others,” he wrote, “patriotism ... is a love for one’s native land that accords rights to all other
nations equal to those claimed for one’s own. Patriotism, in other words, leads to a properly ordered social

love.”

St. John Paul Il notes that the word patriotism comes from the root word patria, meaning “home” or “native
land.” It is related to the Latin word pater, meaning “father,” and so we sometimes speak of “fatherland” or
“motherland” as well. “The concept of patria includes the values and the spiritual content that make up the
culture of a great nation,” the pope wrote. “The very idea of ‘native land’ presupposes a deep bond between
the spiritual and the material, between culture and territory".




For members of the Knights of Columbus, for whom faith and patriotism go hand in hand, St. John Paul II's is a
concise description of the relationship between the two: the Fourth Commandment, which tells us to honor our
father and mother, obliges us to honor our homeland as well.

“The spiritual patrimony which we acquire from our native land comes to us through our mother and father,” he
says.

“Patriotism is a love for everything to do with our native land: its history, its traditions, its language, its natural
features. It is a love that extends also to the works of our compatriots and the fruits of their genius. Every
danger that threatens the overall good of our native land becomes an occasion to demonstrate this love. The

native land is the common good of all citizens and as such it imposes a serious duty.”

e ——— e ———

The Month of July is the Month of the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ

The feast of the Precious Blood was instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, though the
devotion dates back to the origins of Christianity. The early Fathers state that the
Church was born from Christ's pierced side and that the sacraments came through
His Blood.

"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which the Savior shed for us on
Calvary and reassumed at His glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses
through the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at the right hand of God the
Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present on our altars by the words of
Consecration; it is the Blood which merited sanctifying grace for us and through it
washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the beginning of eternal life in it."

Devotion to the Precious Blood is a spiritual obligation for all followers of Christ, not
just priests. A concerning trend in modern society, including Catholic society, is the
decline in this devotion. Such devotion includes three elements: veneration,
invocation, and imitation. Our veneration of the Precious Blood of Christ begins with knowledge, love, and adoration. We
must study to understand what the term Precious Blood means.

Pope St. Clement |, in a first-century document, wrote: "Let us fix our gaze on the Blood of Christ and realize how truly
precious It is, seeing that it was poured out for our salvation and brought the grace of conversion to the whole world."

To grasp the meaning of the Precious Blood, we must understand the seriousness of sin and the cost of offending God,
which requires the Blood of the Son of God for forgiveness. Today, sin has become fashionable.

The veneration of the Precious Blood signifies a profound awareness of the seriousness of sin. Sin must be recognized
as terrible and dreadful, costing God in human form the shedding of His Blood.




KofC
Council 3303
Request for Personal Information Update
Please help keep the Council informed so they may keep you informed

Member Name Member # Date of Request

Information to be changed

What do you wish to update?

Existing Information

Change to Information

Please return this form to:

A drop box will soon be available in the Chambers to return your request:

Post Office costs continue to rise and add considerable expense to the Council's budget.
Do you have an email address or have access to an email address?

Email Address to use:

Thank you for helping us to keep accurate and up to date records.

All Information will be sent to the Financial Secretary for his attention.

The Tech Team
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