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Grand Knight’s Comments
Brother Knights,

Welcome to our newest Council Knights, Bill Milburn
and Charles Roe (transfer)!

Congratulations to the Council Knight of the Month —
Sir Knight Robert Sisco and Family of the Month — Sir
Knight Richard and Mary Plezia.

Save the date — Council and Assembly Installation:
Sunday, August 18th. Installation — 3 PM (Knights of
Columbus Hall); Dinner — 5 PM (The Flame). No cost
to members and spouse.

Ouir first inaugural Knights of Columbus Mass was on Saturday, June 15th
(Please refer to the article and picture in this edition of the Knightlighter). As
mentioned in the last Knightlighter and at our Business Meetings, the Knights
Mass will continue monthly on the third weekend. Next Mass will be Sunday,
July 21st — 8 AM, August 18th — 11 AM and then the Mass cycle repeats
going forward.

Of note, the 2024-2025 Budget was approved at the June Business meeting.
Thank you to Financial Secretary, Al Casciello for his efforts. The
membership elected five Columbus Club Board Members for 2-year term:
Gordy Barnes, Jim Kelly, Rich McGee, Brian Tolbert, Patrick O'Donnell.
Congratulations to the 2024-2025 Council Officers. Please refer to the list of
Officers in this newsletter.

As | transition from Grand Knight on June 30th, it has been my honor and
privilege to serve the Council for the past several years. Thank you to the
Officers and Program Directors for their remarkable efforts coordinating the
many activities in our Council, Parish and community. Additionally, thank you
to our Council Brothers for all you do as well. Our accomplishments are far
reaching, which we should all be very proud of. Please welcome Sir Knight
Paul Masotta as the Council Grand Knight, effective July 1st.

Our next Business Meeting is scheduled for July 2nd — 7 PM - Columbus
Club Hall.

Happy July 4th!

Randall Ramian
Grand Knight
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Installation of Officers for Council 3303 and Assembly 1820

The Installation of the officers for Council 3303 and Assembly 1820 will be held
at the Knights Hall on August 18th at 3 pm followed by a social hour at 5 pm
and dinner at 6:00pm at the Flame at 5 P.M. All who would like to attend
please RSVP to Paul Masotta at 978.943.6881 via voicemail or text message.

Thank you

Trustees
Council 3303 and Assembly 1820

Cross, Flag, Sword, and Jewels of Office

—————————————

300 Club Results for the Month of June

As a reminder, March 2024 was the beginning of 300 Club Season. We are selling half year memberships, beginning
with the September drawings for $25. If you are interested get your payments in ASAP. As a reminder, our $1000
reverse drawing and dinner is coming up in September.

Make checks payable to the 300 Club, send your payments ($50 per number) to:

MSGR James R. Jones Council, No. 3303 Or Brian Tolbert
PO Box 13903 3003 Peppercorn Road
New Bern, NC 28561 New Bern, NC 28562

As a reminder, all are welcome to join, you DO NOT need to be a Knight.

Below are the winners of the June 2024 drawing. If interested in joining the 300 Club or getting an additional number,
please contact Brian Tolbert. Brian’s email is bgtsaluki@gmail.com and telephone number is 910-546-7264.

Numbers are $50/number for the year, with 210 drawings annually (4 per week for $100 total and two semiannually for
$1000 each) for a total of $7200 in winnings.

Profits for the 300 Club will be given to the Council for distribution to the many charities the Knights support.

June Winners

$50.00 $25.00 $15.00 $10.00
06/05 Dan Macsay Eva Hernandez Maria Lynch Robert Bell
06/12 Bob Sisco Margaret Bagg Mary Jane Jaskolka Hannah French
06/19 Frank Samuel Eva Hernandez Maria Senzig Roger Wilcox
06/26 Al Casciello Minnie Racantore Judy Kelly Sheila Dougherty
Brian Tolbert
Chair
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LAMB Project 2024

This month in LAMB:

We had a very successful yard sale in June, LAMB collected $511.00 which was our largest collection during a yard sale.

Thanks to all who participated and for the opportunity to do it. We (LAMB) do not have much happening during the summer,
too hot.

| have secured another gift card from Publix in the amount of $100 which will be raffled off at the shrimp boil in August.

| am getting letters ready to solicit area businesses for donations for LAMB, which will be sent out early September.
September and October will be busy with several collections I'm lining up, along with another yard sale and Mumfest, and
the usher’s collection for LAMB.

| have been approached about having a golf tournament to benefit LAMB. | don't know anything about one, but if anyone
is interested, please let me know. Thanks.

Tom Henry
LAMB Administrator

Knight of the Month — June

June 2024 Council 3303 Knight of the Month is Bob Cisco.

Bob was born In Brooklyn, NY and grew up in Long Island where he attended high school. He joined the Air Force right
after high school attaining the rank of E-4. After his discharge Bob held various jobs in the electronics industry before
landing a position with the Post Office. Bob is a widower who has one son an Air Force retiree who now lives in the
Philippines. In addition, he had two deceased grandchildren and his remaining grandson is now living with him.

Bob joined the Knights in 1993 and has served the Council as our Financial Secretary for 5 years. You can find Bob
working in the computer section of our yard sale or catch him Mondays at Bingo setting up the bingo machine and office.
He is also an active volunteer with the LAMB project. Please join me in congratulating Bo as this month’s Knight of the
Month.

Paul Masotta
Deputy Grand Knight

———— e ——————

Long-time Knights of Columbus / Special Olympics Spaghetti
Fund Raiser Dinner Supporter Recognized

| had the privilege to present a Certificate of Appreciation Plaque for Outstanding and
Dedicated Service to Karen Rubley, General Manager of the Pizza Hut, Glenburnie Road, New
Bern on June 11th. Karen and the Glenburnie Pizza Hut are longtime supporters of past
Special Olympics Fund Raiser Spaghetti Dinners hosted by the Council.

Randall Ramian
Grand Knight

Karen Rubley, General
Manager — Pizza Hut and
her staff
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Family of the Month — June

June 2024 Family of the Month: Sir Knight Richard Plezia and wife Mary

Rich was born and raised in the Ann Arbor, Ml area. He came from a family of two sons, with his dad being a Wonder
Bread salesman while his mom worked for Wonder Bread Baking Company where they met. Mary came from a family of
4 boys and 3 girls. Her Dad had been in the US Army and was Chief Cook for Patton’s unit. Her Mom was a homemaker
taking care of the kids.

During the 1980s, Mary and Rich met at Selfridge ANGB (Air National Guard Base) in the Michigan in township of Harrison
near Detroit and subsequently married in 1992. They had 2 biological children and adopted 5 others. Rich humbly reflects
on how busy and blessed their lives were.

Rich and Mary both served in the USAF. While on active duty, Mary serviced aircraft and Rich began as a Dental/Medical
Officer with multiple functions and duties. Rich’s military career saw him advance through the officer ranks, eventually
serving as a Colonel at Andrews AFB in Wahington, D.C. While serving at Andrews, Rich had the honor of providing
medical support for President George W. Bush aboard Air Force One.

Mary had earned a degree in Dental Hygiene from the University of Michigan where she also practiced for a few years until
changing careers. After picking up a BA and Master of Education, she taught at various levels, spending the final 10 years
or so of her career teaching 4th grade.

In addition to Rich’s incredible Air Force career, he served in a wide variety of other roles serving as a seminarian, a funeral
director, a biochemist a college professor, a dentist, a lawyer and finally as a maxillofacial surgeon at the Veterans
Administration in Detroit. He jokes that this was all in an effort to discover what he really wanted to do.

After retirement, Rich maintained the residency program and Mary continued to teach for a time. They made a decision to
relocate to NC and had a home built in Cameron in 2014. The home was designed with handicapped access on the lower
level for Mary’s handicapped brother, who ultimately decided not to leave Michigan. Once that transpired, they were on the
search for a new place to call home, discovering the tranquility of Arapahoe and moving into a gated community there in
2017.

They became parishioners of St. Peter the Fisherman in Oriental. They serve with the Pamlico County “Fish and Loaves”
outreach program, picking and delivering food to various churches in the area. In seeking additional opportunities to serve,
they also became parishioners at St. Paul's where they serve as Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound. Rich is a 4th
Degree Knight serving in the Color Corp. He also provides after Mass counting and volunteers for LAMB collections. Mary
is a Sacristan and Altar Server for daily Mass.

Please join me in a well-deserved congratulations to Sir Knight Rich Plezia and his wife Mary, as Council 3303 June 2024
Family of the Month!

Terry Anderson
Recorder
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Membership Director’s Desk

The recent Columbia magazine brought back memories that | have suppressed for years. The articles within the
magazine were focused on the bravery of an Army chaplain in Vietnam and the priests that are now facing hardships in
the Ukrainian war.

In Vietnam in 1966 the Catholics and Buddhists, military and civilian, were in a civil war. Premier Ky who was a Catholic
and leader of the country showed extreme favoritism to military officers and civilians who were Catholic. The Buddhists
were intentionally disregarded and shunned, unable to hold positions of significance or importance. This led to a civil
uprising in certain parts of the country and especially in the Danang region where | was located.

Not far from our compound the Army Republic of Vietham (ARVN) had an ammunition dump. The ARVN members who
were Buddhist, and had joined the uprising, attempted to capture it for their own use. Our compound was caught in the
crossfire of this chaos. We were mortared by the Buddhist ARVN while ARVN aircraft, loyal to Premier Ky, strafed us
with 20MM cannons and rockets in an attempt to take out the Buddhist ARVN gun positions that adjoined our compound.
Unfortunately, we sustained many casualties that day.

Had the Buddhists and Catholics worked out their religious differences in a peaceful manner, there would have been no
need for the senseless uprising which resulted in many deaths of their own people, military and civilian alike.
These memories brought to mind the four foundational pillars we as Knights stand for:
e Unity- We were all in this fight together. Working as one which we do as Knights.
e Fraternity- As Marines we are brothers-in-arms and as Knights we share a common bond of brotherhood.
e Charity- We provided help to those who were in need that fateful day. The Knights are known for their charitable
works to those in need and to those organizations that help and assist mankind.
e Patriotism- As members of the U.S. military we believed we were there fighting for a cause to prevent the tyranny
of communism. The Knights are proud of our devotion to God and Country and stand up for both.

In one of the articles in the Columbia a Ukrainian chaplain who frequently received visits from the Knights stated, " It was
a period of camaraderie and encouragement----a special time of brotherhood". As Knights | encourage you to take up
the challenge to bring new Knights into our Council. Let them share the brotherhood and camaraderie that we
experience within our Council and Assembly. While we may not be able to share that experience with men of other
faiths, your example as a Knight of Columbus could very well bring them to our folds, in the future, as a Catholic man and
Knight.

Dan Macsay
Membership Director

—— e e

Inaugural Council and Assembly Knights of Columbus St. Paul Church Mass

Council 3303 and Assembly 1820 Knights participated in the inaugural - AR . - S
Knights of Columbus Mass at St. Paul Catholic Church on Saturday, ' . |
June 16th — 5 PM. In addition to many Knights, spouses and families
attending Mass, several Knights participated as ushers, lectors and
Eucharistic Ministers (thanks Terry Anderson for his scheduling
coordination). This was the first of many more Knights of Columbus
Masses at St. Paul’'s, which will be celebrated the third Saturday or
Sunday of the month.

Of note, Father Munoz suggested in a meeting with the Grand Knight, Faithful Navigator, Deacon Jim Hackett and Carlos
Espinoza that the Knights participate in a Knights themed Mass to take the spirituality lead in the Parish and community.

Randall Ramian
Grand Knight
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Outgoing Faithful Navigator’s Report

Wow! We had yet another successful yard sale, this goes to show you that hard work does pay off. | know it was very hot
during the yard sale but with God’s good graces we were able to pull it off. | would like to thank Pat for all of his hard
work and dedication over the years to making sure each yard sale is better than the last. Each
and every one of you have been vital in the success of these yard sales. | thank you all for all
your hard work.

As | depart from my title as Faithful Navigator, | would like to thank all of the officers who have had
the pleasure of putting up with me. | have enjoyed my years serving in this position. | wish Ron all
the best in his journey as the new Faithful Navigator. | am here to help in any way should he need
it in the future. It has been my honor to serve all of you. | love all of you and once again thank you
for everything. May God Bless you and protect you. Remember tell someone you love them.

Philip Nassef
Faithful Navigator

Incoming Faithful Navigator’s Report

Greetings from your new Faithful Navigator, Ronald Biggs.

The Assembly voted on the Officers for the next 2 years during our last monthly meeting. There will be
an Installation ceremony the 18th of August at the Hall, followed by dinner at the Flame. If you are
interested in attending let Paul Massotta or | know, seating will be limited. The new Officers are:

¢ Faithful Navigator - Ron Biggs

e Faithful Captain - Mike Lynch

o Faithful Admiral - Phil Nasseff

o Faithful Pilot - Terry Anderson

o Faithful Comptroller - Craig Badder

e Faithful Pursler - Brian Tolbert

Faithful Scribe - Randell Ramian

Inter-Sentinel - Denny Colbert

Outer-Sentinel - Chris Scaggs

One Year Trustee - Craig Blackwell

Two Year Trustee - Ralph Aviles

Three Year Trustee Doug Uhland

Two key positions that are not Officers, but are very important in our Assembly's ability to be the huge success it has
been, They are Pat Rocco heading up the Yard Sale and the Color Corps headed up by Denny Colbert.

Speaking of a huge success the Yard Sale held 4-6 June was just that. The final money earned by the Yard Sale Team
was $43,137.00. There were new records set with 1,083 visitors spending a whopping $20,000 on the first day. We have
a group of unsung hero's that are key to our success. The Ladies and volunteers that work the Yard Sale. They are in the
building every Monday and Tuesdays. They sort the donations and setup items in the sections within the building. They
work the three days of the yard sale making sales and packing the items for customers. We, in reality, could not do this
without their hard work and support. So, to our ladies, Thank you. (Continued, Next Page)




Coming off our 2 week break we will be doing pickups starting the 24th of June. We have already had a lot of items
dropped off at the Yard Sale building. So be ready to roll up your sleeves and begin working toward the next sale. Thank
you to all our volunteers we can't do it without you.

Our Honor Guard is looking for more members. You will need the new uniform, if you don't have one the Assembly will
help with the cost of the new uniform, sword, baldric and gloves. If you are interested contact Denny Colbert.

During our last meeting the annual budget submitted by our Faithful Comptroller was passed. It will be available for
review in the chambers on the bulletin board.

We supported the Purple Heart golf outing with several Knights playing the tournament. There was a great turnout for the
event and a good time was had by all participants.

We are looking forward to another successful year for our Council and Assembly.
Until next month, stay safe, happy and heathy.

Ron Biggs
Faithful Navigator

Sir Knight of the Month — June
Assembly 1820 Sir Knight of the Month is Joesph Stuppielo.

Joe hails for Newark, New Jersey. He has been married to Teresa for 55 Years and they have one daughter Amanda. Joe
grew up in Newark New Jersey finishing high school and attending Montclair College. He earned a degree in Math and
Education. After college he lived in Maryland and worked for the U.S. Government in computer programming. He worked
his way up to a management position before retiring.

Joe became a Knight in 2020 and has been active in the council and assembly. He can be found on most Mondays at
Bingo patrolling the floor and selling books and verifying bingos. Joe is a great asset and can be counted on to provide
assistance when where ever needed. We want to thank him for his service and dedication.

Ron Biggs
Faithful Captain




Feast of Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession and Blessing of the City of New
Bern

On Friday, May 31stDeacon Jim Hackett and Deacon Rick Fisher accompanied by the Knights of Columbus Assembly
1820 Color Corps processed from the Old St. Paul Catholic Church in Downtown New Bern to the roundabout by Middle
Street and blessed the City of New Bern and Craven County.

Deacon Jim Hackett
Saint Paul Catholic Church




—_— - === =

1 uly Birthday Wishes

Name Birth Date
LAWRENCE WINSOR 07/04
ANTHONY SHARPLES 07/06
SAMUEL ARIAS 07/09
TIMOTHY JACKSON 07/09
MATTHEW MILLER 07/11
MARK LAYEL 07/12
JAMES WALLEY 07/12
WILLIAM HARWOOD 07/13
DAVID ROSS 07/13
ANTHONY STORNIOLO 07/14
ERNEST JENSEN 07/15
JAMES ANDERSON 07/18
CARLOS ESPINOZA 07/18
BRIAN MC CARTHY 07/19
DAVID NELSON 07/19
JONATHAN SIMON 07/19
JOSEPH URBANIAK 07/20
JOSEPH KELLY 07/22
JOHN DOBAN 07/23
OTTO LINDEN 07/23
CHARLES MCKENNA 07/23
MICHAEL MCDONALD 07/24
ROGER BROWN 07/25
TIMOTHY BETTCHER 07/27
MATTHEW MILLER 07/27
JAMES GARDNER 07/29
ANDREW FERREE 07/30
JOHN MCQUADE 07/30
THOMAS STONE 07/31
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PURPLE HEART GOLF
TOURNAMENT

ST PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATING CLASS COOKOUT

Knights in Action

PLACEMENT OF THE FLAGS

AROUND ST. PAUL AND ST.
JOSEPH CEMETERY 1

. Bard

KNIGHT IN FLIGHT. DAN MACSAY
80TH BIRTHDAY GIFT FROM WIFE,

SONIA
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PLACEMENT OF THE FLAGS
AROUND ST. PAUL AND ST.
JOSEPH CEMETERY 2

- —




e ——

July 4: Independence Day — Optional Memorial Day

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress declared the independence of the thirteen British colonies from
British rule. Since then, the United States has celebrated its independence on this day. While Independence
Day is a national holiday, the Catholic Church in the United States also recognizes it as an Optional Memorial.
On this day, we are called to pray for our country and urged to exhibit “solemn reverence” for the freedoms we
enjoy as citizens of this remarkable nation. Throughout world history, the freedom to worship according to one’s
conscience has seldom been codified into law. The freedoms enshrined in our Constitution offer abundant
reasons for celebration.

The first amendment to the U. S. Constitution, adopted in 1791, states that “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...” And since the early 1800s,
the concept of the “separation of Church and State” has firmly endured in the United States, affording its citizens
the freedom to worship as they choose.

The idea of the separation of Church and State, however, can be a double-edged sword. On one hand, it
guarantees every citizen’s right to worship God as he or she chooses. When misinterpreted, however, it can
lead some to attempt to silence the Church'’s voice in public discourse. This certainly isn’t God’s intention, and
many would argue that it wasn’t the Founding Fathers’ intention either.

As Catholic citizens anywhere in the world, we have a duty to let our faith shape who we are and to engage in
every form of civil discourse, including the enactment of laws. Faith is not practiced solely at church; it must
permeate who we are and influence everything we do. True freedom enables us to enjoy the blessings of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness that cannot be detached from Christian citizenship. The freedom to live
and practice our faith openly encompasses work, school, sports, social groups, and even government. Although
the Christian faith should not be “imposed” upon others, Christian citizens must be allowed to practice their
faith anywhere and everywhere. If not, our God-given rights and even our Constitution risk being undermined.

At the end of time, Jesus will return and govern our world forever as the great, merciful, just, and perfect King.
Until that glorious day arrives, we must endeavor to govern ourselves. The United States, along with other
democracies, is governed by the will of the people. But what happens if the “will of the people” evolved is
atheistic or immoral? The will of the people is not an infallible guide for governance; however, it serves as an
excellent system when the will of the people is collectively united with the will of God. As Christian citizens, we
must persistently and unabashedly strive to unite our will with God’s, allowing our faith to shape our will, and
then engage in civil discourse to shape our nation to better reflect the Kingdom of God.

From a Christian perspective, independence is not the freedom to do what we want, when we want, because
we want, but the freedom to do what we ought. True freedom is found only when we live in accordance with
the will of God. This kind of freedom fosters internal liberty, and that liberty should become enshrined in
everything we do and in every aspect of human life. You are the bridge between Church and State. While the
Church does not govern the State, people of faith must.




Lord of all nations, You are the true King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. | choose You as my King
and my God. As You come to govern my life, please use me to help establish peace and justice within
our society, respecting the rights and dignity of all people, and enacting Your holy will in everything
we do. May Your Kingdom come and Your will be done, now and until the end of time. Jesus, I trust in
You.

How to Celebrate the Fourth of July - Catholic-Style

With a long Fourth of July weekend upon us, you may be wondering how to combine your celebration of
Independence Day with your Catholic Faith. Wonder no more. Here is one suggestion:

Honor the Catholic Contribution to the Declaration of Independence. You can learn of two such contributions
in Brian Burch and Emily Stimson’s wonderful book, The American Catholic Almanac.

First, Thomas Jefferson’s phrase “all men are created equal” was inspired by an Italian Catholic named Philip
Mazzei who wrote to Jefferson that “all men are by nature equally free and independent.” (Come to think of it,
| like Mazzei’s wording better than Jefferson’s, as it strikes me as more accurate.) The U.S. Post Office honored
Mazzei in 1980 with a stamp, but you can honor him with a drink. How about a wine from Mazzei's native
Tuscany, or any wine you can find from Virginia, since it was Mazzei who “taught Virginia’s planters how to
cultivate vineyards”? Quievremont wines, for example, are made in northern Virginia by the Guevremonts, a
good Catholic family whose adult son | had the pleasure of meeting at the book launch for DWTS in May.
Mazzei can also be toasted with London dry gin (placed, for instance, in a gin and tonic), since he was running
a successful business in London when he met Benjamin Franklin and was persuaded to move to the American
colonies.

Or you can honor Charles Carroll (1737-1832), the last surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence
who also happened to be the only Catholic signatory. Carroll was not only the lone papist who signed the
Declaration, he was also the wealthiest, which means that he had the most to lose in this risky political venture.
There are twelve counties and two parishes in the U.S. that are named after Carroll, including Carroll County,
lowa, which recently began boasting of an lowa Legendary Rye that hearkens back to the days of Prohibition.
And if you're feeling lucky, you can try to track down a craft beer made in a Carroll county or parish, as there
surely must be some out there.

From: July 2, 2015 / Drinking with the Saints




A Summer Blessing

May you walk with God this summer,

In whatever you do, wherever you go.

Walking with God means...
Walking with honesty, and with courage,

Walking with love, and respect and concern for the feelings of others.

May you talk to God this summer,

And every day and in every situation.

Talking with God means...

Praying words of praise for the beauty of creation, saying prayers of thanks for friends and good
times, asking God’s help in all your decisions, expressing sorrow, when you have failed.

May you talk with God - every day. Amen.

- Author unknown
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KofC
Council 3303
Request for Personal Information Update
Help keep the Council informed so they may keep you informed

Member Name Member # Date of Request

Information to be changed

What do you wish to update?

Existing Information

Change to Information

Please return this form to:

A drop box will soon be available in the Chambers to return your request:

Post Office costs continue to rise and add considerable expense to the Council's budget.
Do you have an email address or have access to an email address?

Email Address to use:

Thank you for helping us to keep accurate and up to date records.

All Information will be sent to the Financial Secretary for his attention.

The Tech Team
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