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Grand Knight’s Comments
Brother Knights,

The month of October has found
the Knights involved in many
Nov. 1 - Widows Mass,
projects. Both the Council and
Memorial Ceremony, and
Reception @ 11 am
Assembly have been busy. The
Assembly held a Yard Sale at the
Nov. 2 - Bingo
beginning of the month and the
Nov. 3 - Council Business Mtg
Council restarted Bingo on October
@ 7 pm
12th. The revenue from both of
Nov. 4 - Assembly Officers Mtg
these activities supports so many
@ 7 pm
programs. Our council is thankful
Nov. 9 - Bingo
to the Assembly for providing their
Nov. 11 - Assembly Mtg. @ 7
funds to support most of our expm
penses through December since Bingo was shut down for several
Nov. 16 - Bingo
months. The Columbus Club also helped tremendously by forgiving
our rent payment for the last quarter of this calendar year. We have
Nov. 23 - Bingo
a great team of Knights. A brief summary of our activities follows:
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Basket
• Coats for Kids: We distributed six dozen winter coats to many
Delivery
students in St. Paul Catholic School and children from our Spanish
Nov. 24 - Council Officers Mtg.
Community. We could not have done this without the help of Anne
@ 7 pm
Munz at the school and Judith Denison who organized the support to
Nov. 30 - Bingo
the Spanish Community.
• Battle Buddy Project: This on-going project involves an attempt
to call every member of our council to verify their contact
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information and to just check in. Special thanks to several council
kingandeverhard@outlook.com
members for taking on this effort. If you have not been contacted
via phone or email that probably means your contact information is
out of date. Use the form in this newsletter to give us your current
data. Mail the form to PO Box 13903, New Bern, NC 28561-3903.
• Shrimp Boil: The 16th Annual Jim Whetzel Memorial Shrimp
th
Boil, held on October 16 , was a great success. Phil Nasseff and Craig Baader were the leaders for this
super fraternal event and fund raiser. See the article later in this issue for all the details.
• LAMB: Tootsie rolls were handed out by several ushers after the masses on October 10th and 11th.
Donations were tremendous so we have a good start to gathering funds to support the special needs
teachers in several local schools. Thanks to Jim Kelly for organizing the collections. We hope to be
allowed to have a collection in the Spring at Wal-Mart. COVID-19 rules will dictate.

•
•

•

Membership: Membership is increasing. Our Membership Director, Dan Macsay provides the details
in a separate article in this issue.
Christmas Cards Sales: Our new approach to offering cards that support Keeping Christ in Christmas
has worked very well. Due to COVID-19 we decided to offer the option of ordering the cards via mail.
The card order has been submitted and the cards will be available for pickup after masses in late
November.
Life Chain: Our Life Director, Jerry Schill, led a group of 50 volunteers participating in the 2020 New
Bern Life Chain, an annual silent protest against abortion. More details and a picture appear later in this
issue.

Looking Ahead: Our council will continue to be busy in the next few months.
•

•

•

•

Mass and Memorial Ceremony: Knights, spouses and widows have been invited to attend the 11 AM
Mass on November 1st and to gather at the altar after the Mass to honor our deceased brothers with special
recognition for those who have passed in the last year. Following the ceremony, we will have a reception
in the Family Life Center. Gordy Barnes is our lead. DeLesa Conway has arranged for refreshments at
the reception. Special thanks to James Knickerbocker for preparing the Memorial Ceremony Program.
Thanksgiving Baskets: Our council supports twelve families with food for a complete Thanksgiving
dinner plus additional food for several other meals. Our involvement is under the umbrella of the Fund
For Needy Children, a project founded by families in the Greenbriar Community many years ago. Our
support has evolved from just supporting the lead person, Dena Sierocki (who has moved from New
Bern) to an expanded role. This year many Knights have donated food. Rosemary Whetzel and several
other ladies will purchase the remainder of the food. The Piggly Wiggly grocery store prepares twelve
boxes with all needed perishable items to include a turkey. Dave Nelson is our lead.
Christmas Celebration at St. Paul School: On December 1st Santa and Mrs. Claus (Brother Jerry Schill
and his wife Pam) will visit each classroom in the school to wish the children a Merry Christmas and
give each teacher a gift for the Classroom. Gordy Barnes and Rosemary Whetzel are our leads.
Spiritual Day of Reflection: Brother Dick Dodson is leading the planning for a Spiritual Day of
Reflection on a Saturday in January. He is in discussions with our Chaplain, Father Tully and the State
Chaplain, Father Lesak to organize this activity.

Two of Our Honorary Life Members Have Passed: SK Joseph (Jay) E. Mattingly Jr. passed on September
24, 2020. He is survived by his beloved wife of 27 years Sandra Mattingly. Jay served for 42 years in the Army
Reserve retiring with the rank of Colonel. SK Michael G. (Mitchell) Ragan passed on September 27, 2020 at
the age of 98 years. He was a proud Marine and member of American Legion Post 24 for over 70 years. He and
his belated wife, Grace Powers Ragan, operated the first Dairy Queen in Eastern NC and they established a
nursing scholarship in their name at Craven Community College. May these gentlemen Rest in Peace.
Vivat Jesus!
Steve Harman, Grand Knight

New Bern Life Chain

Members of the St. Paul Respect Life Committee and Council 3303 participated in the Annual New Bern
Life Chain on October 4th, Respect Life Sunday. Our parish was joined by several other Christian churches in
the annual silent, prayerful protest against abortion. The group stood along MLK Blvd near the New Bern Mall
on one side and on the Walmart side of the highway. They all held signs indicating their opposition to abortion
and encouraging adoption and prayers for our nation.
Pastor Jim Kohr of Freedom Baptist Church in Havelock offered the opening prayer at 2:20pm, and
Brother Deacon Dan Doban of St. Paul Catholic Church in New Bern offered the prayer of dismissal at 3:45pm.
The attached photograph shows a few of the 50 participants in the 2020 New Bern Life Chain. Jerry & Pam
Schill, St. Paul parishioners, have helped coordinate the event since its inception over 20 years ago. Jerry is the
Respect Life Chairman for the parish and Council and Chairman of the God and Country Christian Alliance.
Jerry Schill, Life Director

Family of the Month – October
Another superb Knights of Columbus family comes to the forefront -- Dave and Kathy Nelson. Their
interesting backgrounds complement their work within our council and parish.
Dave grew up in the Iron Range of northeast Minnesota, a small town called Pengilly. After high school and
junior college, he transferred to a Benedictine university in Collegeville, Minnesota, Saint John’s. He would later
earn an MA degree from USC. But I’m getting ahead of the game.

When Dave graduated from Saint John’s, he went directly into the Marine Corps, as a commissioned a 2dLt
and entered flight training in Pensacola, Florida. Upon completion, he became a helicopter pilot and went to
Vietnam in August 1966. He would later serve a second tour in country and eventually retire from the Marine
Corps as a colonel after 27 years.
His wife, Kathy also has an interesting background. She grew up in Denver, Colorado and earned her BS in
Nursing from what is now Regis University, which I might add is Jesuit. Kathy was in the Army Nurse Corps
and married an Army captain. They had one son, but tragically, her husband was killed in Vietnam in 1968.
Kathy and Dave eventually met and married. They have two sons and four grandchildren. They moved to
New Bern in 1993. Our beloved Danny Gennantonio recruited Dave into the Knights and he has contributed ever
sense. He works BINGO, the Thanksgiving food distribution program and has recently become Chancellor and
Community Director with responsibility for managing charitable contributions for our council. In addition, he
ushers at the 5pm Saturday Mass and delivers communion to hospital patients. He and Kathy too deliver
communion to shut-ins on Sundays. Kathy also assists Deana Sierocki in providing “Safe Environment Classes”
for those dealing with parish children.
Like so many other couples, Dave and Kathy render a classic example of selflessness to our council, the parish
and the New Bern community. For those reasons, we proudly honor them as our Family of the Month.

John Murphy, Family Director

Fall Yard Sale
At the end of the day on October 3rd, the yard
sale workers and our Marine volunteers were able to
celebrate the conclusion of another sale with a great
lunch, great camaraderie, and another financially
successful event. Even with the limitations imposed by
COVID 19, Chairman Pat Rocco is happy to report that
we have once again met and exceeded our budgetary
target with the second highest gross income of any sale
in our history –over $50,000.
In Pat’s absence (due to his quarantine for
scheduled shoulder surgery), Craig thanked all of the
volunteers that work tirelessly during the year to collect
the donations and those that helped in the conduct of the combined July/October sale. As one of the “Truck
Monkeys” that pick up the donations every week, he is keenly aware of the efforts made by the group that works
tirelessly on the initiative during the year.
Kyle Maasz and the 15 Marine volunteers from
Cherry Point. Pictured to the right are the volunteers that
worked during the week along with their transporters PGK Mike Lynch and Vice Chair Craig Baader. After their
customary 2-week break after the sale, the Yard Sale crew
will start ramping things up in preparation for our next sale
which runs from January 28th–30th.
Craig Baader, Yard Sale Vice Chairman

Membership Update – October
Brother Knights,
I am pleased to announce that we have a new member to the council who was approved at the last meeting:
Gerald "Jerry" Brenc. Jerry will be joining us at our next meeting.

Joe Stuppielo (new member), Jim Donelson (new), Marty Pagnozzi (transfer), Steve Harman (Grand Knight)

The Knights of Columbus has the resources to stand up for life, liberty, and family. The world needs
Catholic men to step up and live out their faith. The Knights helps men to answer that call to do more, and to be
more. Be proactive and help our council grow by talking to prospective parishioners to join the Knights and
adding their voices to our nearly two million members upholding the faith and the truth.
For those Knights that want to advance their degree or for new members, Online Exemplification is available on demand. For any questions or help, call me 252-658-4014 or email me at d.macsay@gmail.com.
Dan Macsay, Membership Director

MSGR Jones Golf Tournament

On September 26, the Annual MSGR Jones Golf Tournament took place at the Emerald Country Club.
There were 39 players in nice weather, and the course was in great shape. Thanks go out to Doug Uhland and
Jim Kelly for taking care of the scoring at the end of the tournament.
We had 4 winners for “Closest to the Pin on a Par 3” – Kevin Blust, Al Casiello, Dave Ross and Bo
Wernersbach. The “Low Gross” winning team was Doug Uhland, Al Casiello, Pat Rocco and Bo Wernerbach.
“Low Net” winners were PJ Tess, Steve Tess, Mark McCloskey and Jim McConnell.
It was a great day of fun and fellowship. Thanks to all.

Tournament Director Paul Masotta
with Bib Sisco & Denny Colbert

Brother/Director Paul Masotta

Jim Kelly and Dick Dodson Taking on Fuel

Knight of the Month – October
The Msgr. James R. Jones Council is pleased to announce the Knight of the Month for October is Sir
Knight Deacon Jim Hackett.
Deacon Jim and his wife Lisa recently relocated from San Diego, California to New Bern in 2017. They
are the proud parents of Tim, Travis and Shamus and grandparents to Tyler James and Keira. Activities such
as cooking, dining, wine tasting and involvement in local events where they can enjoy the company of their
family and friends are important to them. Lisa is from San Diego originally and Deacon Jim is from New Jersey,
where he was ordained in 2009 in the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey. While affiliated with the Diocese of
Paterson, Deacon Jim served as the Director for Evangelization, member of the Social Concerns, Adult Faith
Formation, Liturgy committees and the Pastoral Council while assigned to St. Matthew the Apostle Parish in
Randolph, NJ. Additionally, Deacon Jim and Lisa also headed the Baptism Preparation program and Lisa was
a Eucharistic minister and served on various Church committees.
While living in San Diego, Deacon Jim served as Director of Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation,
was a member of the Pastoral Council, the Parish Catalyst Team, Welcoming Committee, and parish RCIA (Rite
of Christian Initiation for Adults) program while assigned to Our Mother of Confidence Parish. He also served
as the Assistant Chaplain with Knight of Columbus Council, #9776, where he affiliated with the Knights of
Columbus and received his First Degree in 1975. Since his arrival in New Bern and St. Paul’s Parish, Deacon
Jim has recommitted himself to the Knights of Columbus. He has since received his Second, Third and Fourth
Degree and is a regular contributor to the “Knightlighter”. Deacon Jim is grateful for the prayers and support he
and his family receives from his brother Knights.
His ministry with St. Paul’s Parish includes Chair of the Liturgy Committee, member of the Pastoral
Council, Head of the Ushers/Ministry of Hospitality, and Director of the parish RCIA program. Deacon Jim is
a firm believer in the words that Pope Paul VI stated that the Church “exists in order to evangelize”.
Deacon Jim has been involved in non-profit social services for the past 10 years after a successful career
in mortgage banking. He serves the marginalized, seniors and their caregivers and the homeless and is now
working as the Job Placement Specialist with the Craven Pamlico Reentry Council. Additionally, he also serves
as the Board Chair for Faith Connection in New Bern, a member of the Case Management and Emotional and
Spiritual Wellness Committees of the Craven County Disaster Recovery Alliance, a member of the New Bern
Chamber of Commerce Non-Profit Council and Committee Chair for the New Bern Peoples Assembly.
Thank you for your efforts as Deacon with St. Paul’s Parish and with our Council. We are proud to honor
you as our Knight of the Month.
Randall Ramian, Deputy Grand Knight

Faithful Navigator Report

The fall season is upon us and another yard sale is in the
books. Our sale this past Oct 1-3 was our second best
ever! Including our presales and mini-sale in September, we were able to raise just over $50,00, which will
allow us to provide funding to the 30+ charities that we
normally support. A huge thank you goes out to Pat
Rocco, Craig Baader, the “truck monkeys,” and all the
folks who staff the various departments that make up
our sale. It is truly a Herculean effort to collect, sort, and
price all the donations that come to us. Congratulations
to all for a job well done!
As you may know, the Council’s bingo
operation has once again resumed after being shut down
by the State due to Covid19 concerns. The loss of 6
months of revenue has put a serious strain on the
Council’s financial situation. Our Assembly voted at
our last meeting to advance $25,000 which will allow it
to fund its various charitable donations and pay its other
expenses through the end of the year. The annual Jim
Whetzel Memorial Shrimp Boil took place on Oct 16
and it was a huge success. They served over 200 meals
which provided some much-needed revenue.
Hopefully, bingo will make a quick recovery and things
can return to normal in the near future.
On another subject, Father Michael McGivney,
the founder of the Knights of Columbus, will be beatified during a special
Mass Oct. 31 at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford, CT. On May 27,
the Vatican announced that Pope Francis, who met with the board of
directors of the Knights of Columbus in February, had signed the decree
recognizing a miracle through the intercession of Father McGivney,
clearing the way for his beatification. The miracle recognized by the
Vatican occurred in 2015 and involved a U.S. baby, still in utero, with a
life-threatening condition that, under most circumstances, could have led
to an abortion. That baby, Mikey Schachle, is now 5. His parents, Dan and
Michelle Schachle, of Dickson, Tennessee, prayed to Father McGivney to
intercede with God to save their son, still in his mother’s womb, who was
given no hope of surviving a life-threatening case of fetal hydrops. Once
beatified, Fr. McGivney will be conferred with the title of “Blessed”. One
more miracle must be attributed to him before he can be canonized. The
beatification ceremony will be broadcasted on EWTN and Catholic TV. It will also be live-streamed on
www.kofc.org/beatification.
That’s it for now -- stay safe, wear your mask and follow the published guidelines for mitigating the
effects of Covid19. Your health is of the upmost importance to me. God bless you all.
Vivat Jesus!
Doug Uhland, Faithful Navigator

Sir Knight of the Month – October
The Sir Knight of the month for October is John Joskolka. John faithfully served
his country in the Marine Corp. He is a Purple Heart recipient for his service in Vietnam.
John is also a faithful runner for our Monday night bingo. John is always there to help
if your running low on a card. He is very active within the community, not just with us
Knights but with other organizations too. He is an avid runner for MS walks and other
charity runs. John is a permanent fixture in our electronics department for the yard sale.
You can find him tinkering with a laptop or a printer to ensure that they are functional
and ready for sale. We are truly blessed to have such an amazing person to add to our
group. He is always there with a helping hand to help make sure we run as smoothly as he does. John is not just
a runner for charity he is our runner and without him this well-oiled machine wouldn’t run as well as he does.
Vivat Jesus!
Philip Nassef Jr., Faithful Captain

The Giving Trees
The Fall issue of Our State Magazine showcases the colorful autumn foliage found in North Carolina and
celebrates the fruits of harvesting home-grown products. An article titled The Giving Trees describes a timehonored traditional craft: the cyclical process to transform sap into sweet Appalachian maple syrup. It is sure to
be one of the yummy condiments on your breakfast table smothering a stack of pancakes or waffles, especially
during the holiday season. On the southern Blue Ridge Parkway with its bountiful clear cascading waterfalls,
around Feb.1 when the dormancy period ends and the stored-up sugars start flowing again, it is time to begin
drawing sap. The author points out that the process of making maple syrup evokes a particular spiritual rhythm:
commitment, diligent patience: and timing/knowing when to uproot trees and plant new saplings, when to start
drawing next year’s sap and begin the cycle all over again.
The flavor of batches varies year to year, week to week, and day to day; no two batches are alike because
outside nature is always processing. Earlier batches contain light floral tones, later progressing to more molasseslike, complex and darker in color. While northern maple syrup has the traditional maple flavor, southern
Appalachian maple syrup is more butterscotch, like brown sugar and vanilla. The sugarhouse is the hub of the
process. Inside is a large machine called an evaporator which boils the sap down to syrup. One person is
responsible for the wood supply, carrying chopped firewood from outside into the sugar house. Another worker
sits by the fire and tosses the wood (seven cords a day) into the red hot boiler, another individual adds water as
needed to the boiler and opens the valve in the back of the oven, draws out the syrup and pours it into a holding
vat which is carefully marked, identifying the date and session number. It takes 60 gallons of sap to produce one
gallon of syrup.
The social norms in our world today praise going it alone as heroic, laugh at commitment and equate
patience with weakness. After reading this article, I couldn’t help but draw a parallel to its content and how
Sacred Scripture describes our spiritual life as true Catholic Christians. While we share the common goal of one
day reaching the eternal Kingdom, we are not alone. During our earthly pilgrimage each of us has gifts that we
can use to allow God’s goodness shine through us to help one another along the way. The unpretentious sugar
house, typically a humble abode, could be any place where two or more people gather in His name. A few
familiar Sacred Scripture verses come to mind. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11: “There are appointed times for everything
... a time to be born and a time to die ...a time to laugh and a time to cry ... a time to plant and a time to uproot ...
a time to speak and a time to be silent ... a time to hug and a time to let go.” Psalms 144:1-4: “Blessed be the
Lord my rock, who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war.” Corinthians 12:4: “There are different kinds
of services for the Lord, different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit.”

Brother Knights and friends, we should pray continually to God our Father and Creator for the strength
to persevere in doing His Will.

Mikie Casem, Past Grand Knight

Pray for Souls in Purgatory on All Souls Day - November 2

“Purgatory is the process by which God remedies all that is lacking in us and that’s
where our prayers can help the dead. Just as in this life, so also in purgatory, growth
and healing is much easier when you’ve got help, in this case the help of our prayers.”
— Bishop Anthony B. Taylor
The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, or All Souls Day, is the feast day dedicated to praying
for all those who have died and are in purgatory. Souls in purgatory "have not yet been purified" in order to enter
heaven. That said, the Church teaches those in purgatory will get to heaven eventually and our prayers help them
get there.
"All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their
eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the
joy of heaven." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1030) Our prayers can help them "atone for their sins
and enter into heaven." That is why Catholic parishes celebrate All Souls Day masses, hold special prayer
services and adoration times, bless graves, have rosary processions at cemeteries and place the photos of
deceased loved ones near the altar in church. To find out how All Souls Day is celebrated in your area, contact
a parish near you.
All Souls Day should not be confused with All Saints Day, which is celebrated on Nov. 1. All Saints Day
celebrates the saints who have already entered heaven and we ask them to pray for us so we can follow their
example. It is a holy day of obligation to attend Mass.
In his 2015 All Souls Day homily, Bishop Anthony B. Taylor of Little Rock, Arkansas, explains who
might go to purgatory and why. "Here we are, finite and limited, full of defects and venial sins and distortions
of character, some the lasting damage of sins already forgiven but with interior effects not yet fully healed. We
are on the right track but far from perfect while heaven is everything that we are not: perfect, infinite and
unlimited."
"Purgatory is the process by which God remedies all that is lacking in us and that’s where our prayers
can help the dead. Just as in this life, so also in purgatory, growth and healing is much easier when you’ve got
help, in this case the help of our prayers," he added. "And once they get into heaven, they’ll surely reciprocate
by interceding for us. That’s what the communion of saints is all about — helping each other on the road to
salvation."
Deacon Jim

Baby in the House!!

Congratulations to Brother Robby Cannon and his wife, Sarah, on the Baptism of their one-month old son, Robert
William Cannon III, who they call Will. Will was baptized on Saturday, October 10th after the evening Mass by
our Pastor and Worthy Chaplain, Father Tully. Brother Robby Cannon transferred into Council 3303 earlier this
year. Robby is one of a few of our active duty Brother Knights and was recently promoted to Captain in the
Marine Corps. He serves his country at MCAS Cherry Point.

Mike Lynch, Past Grand Knight

The Shrimp are Gone!!
The 16th Annual Jim Whetzel Memorial Shrimp Boil, held on October 16th, was a great success. Due to COVID19 restrictions we had a limited number of guests in the Hall but the Drive-Thru business was tremendous. Our
Shrimp Boil Team had many workers who pulled together to serve over 200 meals. The effort this year was led
by Phil Nassef and Craig Baader. The outside crew consisted of Rich Tomasik, Jim Dunham and Bill Camp.
The kitchen crew served just under 100 happy participants and included Doug Uhland, Paul Masotta, George
Halyak, Vince Fragnito, Jim Kelly, Gerald Brenc (a Knight for less than one month) and Mark Laydel. Marie
Masotta and Pat Baader were in charge of serving a delicious cake. The Drive-Thru Team of Gordy Barnes, Dan
and Sonia Macsay, Bo Wernersbach and Steve Harman packaged almost 100 meals and had them ready for a
steady stream of customers. Of course, Don Hanson, President of the Columbus Club, had the Hall ready for all
to comfortably and safely enjoy the evening. And Don made sure the adult beverages were available. Lucy
Andre once again sold the tickets for the 50/50. Mike Lynch took some great pictures of the event. The ticket
selling team of Danny Gennantonio, Jim Kelly and Mike Lynch made sure tickets were available for this very
successful fund raiser. Thanks to the efforts of Deacon Dave Kierski and Anne Munz in the St. Paul School
Office many attendees at the School Fest used the Drive-Thru option to pick up a meal and enjoy it at the Fest.
Steve Harman, Grand Knight

Rich Tomasik and Jim Dunham Boiling Those Shrimp. Craig Baader in the Background.

Some of the Kitchen Team—George Halyak, Vince Fragnito, Bo Wernersbach and Phil Nassef.

A Great Meal is Ready

Workers having Fun. Paul and Marie Masotta and Jim and Gloria Kelly

How will your final expenses be paid?
In 1882, our Founder, as of October 31st of this year, Blessed Father Michael J McGivney, started our
Order to provide financial assistance to Catholic families. In the early days of the Order, membership was your
“life insurance premium”. Until the Order took hold, in order to pay a death benefit to the family, it was not
uncommon to “pass the hat” to obtain funds for the family of the deceased Brother to pay his final expenses and
provide funds for the family to carry on.
In 2020, the mission of the Order has not changed with one exception, there is no reason a family, or a
Council should have to pass the hat, or in modern terms, use crowd sourcing such as Go Fund Me to cover final
expenses and hopefully have money left over to support the remaining spouse or other family members.
Yes, this has happened recently within the Councils I serve. Brothers, hearing this from Council Officers,
and directly from a family is heart breaking and upsetting. With very few exceptions, the Order can provide at
least minimal coverage to take the burden off your loved ones, but you have to take that first step. I can provide
you with a financial analysis and needs analysis, make recommendations on how we can meet any needs for
your final expenses, or ensure your spouse, or children receive tax free funds.
Let’s get to together, Brother Knight to Brother Knight.
Fraternally
Norman J. Wilson, FICF Field Agent
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