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Brother Knights,
Wishing all our Brother Knights and their
families a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy 2022! I want to thank all or you for
your extraordinary efforts this past year.
Our Council accomplished much and made
a significant difference in our Parish and
community.
Many of the recent
contributions to our community this past
month will be covered in more detail with
several articles that are included in this
edition of Knightlighter. See below for a
brief recap:
1) Our Council supported 12 Families in
the New Bern Area with Thanksgiving
Baskets. Thank you to Dave Nelson, Gordy
Barnes, Rosemary Wetzel and her team. Please refer to the article in this
Knightlighter edition.
2)
Knights serve lunch at the New Bern Senior Center Christmas Party,
December 10th. Special thank you to Jerry Abramowski who organized the
event with help from Kevin Blust, Dan Macsay, Craig Baader and Phil Nassef.
Danny Gennantonio (Santa Claus) made a guest appearance. Please refer to
the article in this Knightlighter edition.

3)
Exemplification – December 2nd. Our Council had four candidates –
Richard McGee, Raymond Devine, Edward Simmons, and Deacon Dan Doban,
who are all now 3rd Degree Knights. Thank you to the Exemplification team,
which consisted of John Audilet – Lead, Clark French, Gary Williams, Gary
Allen, John La Pointe and Deacon Dan Doban (who was also a candidate for his 3 rd Degree). Danny
Gennatonio was the Exemplification Honorary Knight. Please refer to the article in this Knightlighter edition.

4) Keep Christ in Christmas – Terry Anderson and several Knights and spouses volunteered to sell Christmas
Cards after masses at St. Paul’s. Thank you all for your efforts.
5) LAMB – Tom Henry, our LAMB Director continues to raise money and sends his thanks for your donations for
this very worthy cause. If you still care to donate, please send a check to Knights of Columbus, PO Box 13903,
New Bern, NC 28561-3903. Thank you, Tom, for all your efforts with LAMB.
6) Poinsettia and Christmas Card Delivery, December 11th – Thank you to Vince Fragnito, Denny Colbert and
helpers for delivery to the Council Widows and Homebound.
7) St. Paul’s School Christmas Party, December 16th – Thank you to Gordy Barnes, Dick Dodson, Pam and Jerry
Shill (Mr. and Mrs. Claus).
On behalf of our Grand Knight Steve Harman,
Randall Ramian
Deputy Grand Knight

8 (Spiritual) New Year's Resolutions for Catholics
January is here again, and it's time to make our annual New Year's resolutions. Lose weight? Quit smoking? Exercise
more? Good for your body – but what about your SOUL? Every Catholic should add to their list a few spiritual
resolutions designed to help them climb that mountain of faith! Let the freshness of a new year be your impetus to make
new strides in your walk with God. There is no time like the present!
Here are some ideas.
1. Increase Your Devotion to Mary
Our Lady of Fatima made urgent pleas for mankind to reform themselves and to pray her rosary daily. However, Our
Lady's pleas have not been heeded, and the last century has seen a widespread loss of Christian faith, massive
breakdowns in marriages and families, and the rejection of basic moral laws.
In the new year, commit yourself to increasing your Marian devotion so that she may lead you to deeper conversion; to a
renewed following of God's will for your life; and to an increase of your faith and trust in Jesus Christ.
2. Make more time for spiritual reading
The brilliant St. Athanasius once said, "You will not see anyone who is striving after his advancement who is not given to
spiritual reading. If you want to make progress in your walk with God in the new year, spiritual reading should be high on
your list.
Your best bet is to stick to the classics written by Catholic saints known for their practical spiritual wisdom—such as
Teresa of Avila, Francis de Sales, Therese of Lisieux, and John of the Cross. The time you spend feeding your soul is
time better spent.
3. Make good stewardship a lifestyle
This boils down to one key concept in the life of the Christian: practicing good stewardship over the gifts God has given
us. Good stewardship means good management of our "time, talent, and treasure" for the greater glory of God. As
Jesus warned us in His parables, all of His servants will be judged on how they used the graces he gave them.
4. Share your Catholic faith with others
With so many people far away from God today (and more and more people noticing it), the culture is ripe for evangelism.
There is a real hunger for God and his Truth.
Another good idea is to buy some sacramentals in bulk, get them blessed, and hand them out to people.
5. Bring back regular “penances”
Living a penitential life, even outside of Advent and Lent, is the Catholic way of life. All of the Church's saints performed
penances habitually, either internally or externally, great and small, for themselves and for others.
Many Catholics do not know that Fridays outside of Lent are also days of abstinence and fasting. While the Church law
against eating meat on the Fridays outside of Lent was altered by the U.S. bishops—meaning, it can be substituted with
some other form of penance—it was never removed entirely. Such penances give special reverence to the day of the
week on which Our Lord died on the cross.
6. Go an extra day to Mass
Mass is not only the source and summit of our faith—it is also the source and summit of our very life. This new year,
think of ways you can arrange your schedule and activities so that you can make it to Mass either an extra day each
week, or a few extra days a month. The 8 AM Friday Mass at Old St. Paul would be the perfect addition to your weekly
“routine”.
7. Pray the rosary
No Catholic list of New Year's resolutions would be complete without a daily rosary added in. If you already pray the
rosary daily, that is fantastic. Your resolution can then be to spread devotion to the rosary this year.
If your parish doesn't have a regular time set aside for the faithful to come together to pray the rosary, for example before

or after Mass on any given day, start it up this year.
8. Pick a new saint buddy
Why not take on the tradition of choosing a different Catholic saint as a special patron each year? There are so many of
them with unique graces to bestow.
Pray about your New Year and the goals you have for your spiritual life, your family, your relationships, your career, etc.
Then choose a patron saint whose virtues you would like to emulate in New Year, and entrust your year to their special
intercession. Perhaps there is a particular saint whom you already admire, but to whom you have never prayed or had a
devotion. Ask this saint to be your guide for 2022.
Happy New Year – time to make refocus on your personal journey of faith! – Deacon Jim

Family of the Month – December
This “I have been a practicing Catholic all my life, and I like to help people,” so said John Jaskolka when asked why he
joined the Knights. Recruited by Danny Gennantonio, John and his wife Mary Jane have faithfully supported Council 3303
in many endeavors.
John hails from Mount Pocono, Pennsylvania. His wife comes from Hatboro, Pennsylvania. They married in 1952 and have
two sons and three grandchildren, along with multiple great grandchildren.
John joined the Marine Corps right out of high school and spent 20 years and six months on active duty. During the Korean
War, he served as a squad leader in a rifle company fighting out of the Chosin Reservoir. Wounded, he was hospitalized
in Japan for several months, later returning to fight with the same rifle company (Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment). John eventually retired as a Master Sergeant.
Moving to New Bern in 1965, John worked 17 years for Hatteras Yachts as a manager/electronics technician.
Dependable and selfless, John is always on hand working the floor for Monday night BINGO and assisting in the Yard
Sale. Mary Jane, in turn, is a faithful member of the Catholic Daughters.
Together, this humble and dedicated couple, in the senescence of life, serve as an example for all of us in Council 3303
as we recognize them as a deserving Family of the Month.

John Murphy

Membership
The New Year is fast approaching, and we have many things to be thankful for. Thanks to my brother Knights for the
exceptional job that you have done this past year recruiting new members into our council. A special thanks goes out to
John Audilet and his team that held the Exemplification on 2 December which brought three new members into the
brotherhood. The new members are Raymong Devine, Edward Simmons and Richard McGee. Deacon Dan Doban
advanced to 3rd Degree. Family, friends and guests were invited, and a joyous reception was held after the ceremony.
In all we do, the Knights inspire. When Catholic men see us protecting families and servicing the least fortunate, they will
want to join our ranks. Men want to be part of something bigger than themselves. They want a life of meaning, a life of
mission. They find it in our brotherhood and our council.
The world needs Catholic men to step up and live out their faith. The Knights of Columbus helps
men to answer that call to do more, and to be more. Be proactive and help our council grow by
talking to prospective parishioners to join the Knights and add their voice to our nearly two million members upholding the
faith and the truth. For any questions or help I can be reached at 252-658-4014 or email me at d.macsay@gmail.com.

Dan Macsay
Membership Director

New Bern Senior Center Christmas Party 2021

Council 3303 Knights assisted by serving lunch and distributing gifts at the New Bern Senior Center on Friday, December
10th. Jerry Abramowski once again organized this event and was supported by Kevin Blust, Dan Macsay, Craig Baader,
Phil Nassef and Randall Ramian. Even Santa Claus (Danny Gennantonio) made a guest appearance to the delight of the
senior’s and staff in attendance.
Randall Ramian
Deputy Grand Knight

We celebrate the liturgical feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary on January 1st, which is the Octave of Christmas. Only
Christmas and Easter enjoy the privilege of an octave, which is an eight-day extension of the feast. The honoring of
Mary as the Mother of God can be traced back to the Council of Ephesus in 431. By the 7th century, January 1st was
observed as a celebration of the Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the 13th century, the Feast of the Circumcision
of Christ had come to replace the feast honoring Mary; however in 1751, after a push in Portugal for an official feast day
celebrating Mary’s divine maternity, Pope Benedict XIV allowed Portugal’s churches to devote a feast to Mary on the
first Sunday in May. Eventually, the feast extended to other countries, and in 1914 began to be observed on October
11. In 1931, Pope Pius XI extended the feast to the entire church, and in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the feast of the
Circumcision of Christ from the liturgical calendar and replaced it with the feast of the “Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God”, bringing Mary’s feast day back to the first day of the year.
The feast is a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus. The title “Mother of God” is a western derivation from the
Greek Theotokos, which means “God-bearer”. On this day, we are reminded of the role that the Blessed Virgin played
in the plan of our salvation. Through the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary to be the dwelling place where His
Son and His Spirit could dwell among men.
Christ’s birth was made possible by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning of God’s plan with her words, “Be it done to me according
to thy word”. Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can give to her. Just as Christmas honors Jesus as
the “Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace”.
New Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of Peace”, further acknowledging the role of Mary in our hearts
and in our world.

Deacon Jim Hackett

Sir Knight of the Month – December
The Sir Knight of the month for the month of December is a jack of all trades, Craig Baader. Craig faithfully served in the
U.S Navy. He is involved in many activities with the Knights. Craig can be seen at the Yard sale loading and unloading
furniture on Mondays and Tuesdays with the Truck Monkeys. He is also our Faithful Comptroller. Craig helps on Monday
nights at Bingo. He can be seen at our Shrimp Boils. Craig is always there with a funny comment to put a smile on your
face. He is a not only a fellow Knight, he is my friend.
Phil Nassef
Faithful Captain

Monsignor Jones Council Hosts Exemplification on December 2nd

Council 3303 hosted the first Exemplification which included the new Degree format and family members on Thursday,
December 2nd at the Council Chambers and Hall. Twelve candidates from Council 3303, Havelock, and Morehead City
Councils participated. Our Council had four candidates – Richard McGee, Raymond Devine, Edward Simmons and
Deacon Dan Doban, who are all now 3rd Degree Knights.
The Exemplification team consisted of John Audilet – Lead, Clark French, Gary
Williams, Gary Allen, John La Pointe and Deacon Dan Doban (who was also a
candidate for his 3rd Degree).
In addition to a few family members in attendance, guests included District Deputy Joe
Banks, Field Agent Norm Wilson and Grand Knight’s and Financial Secretaries from
the Havelock and Morehead City Councils. Special thanks to Dan Macsay for
recruiting our candidates and assisting them with the Exemplification preparation and
Al Casciello, who handled the candidate roster and certificates. Danny Gennantonio
was the Exemplification Honorary Knight.
Randall Ramian
Deputy Grand Knight

Faithful Navigators Report
As the year comes to a close and the holidays are upon us, I can’t help but reflect on
the awesome job everyone has done over the past year. Despite all the obstacles
thrown at us courtesy of the Covid 19 pandemic, you have all shown exceptional
passion, dedication, and enthusiasm. Our yard sale crew headed by Pat Rocco and
Craig Baader worked tirelessly throughout the year collecting, sorting, culling, and
pricing donated items. We staged 3 large sales and one mini sale during 2021
generating over $120,000. These funds allowed us to support 30+ local and national
charities as well as providing support to St. Paul Catholic Church and St. Paul School.
We recently wrote checks for Christmas donations to various charities that support the
folks who are serving or have served in the US Military including the USO, DAV,
Wounded Warriors, Tunnels to Towers, MOA scholarship program, the Kinston
Veterans Home and RCS - Veterans. If it wasn’t for the tireless efforts of the part time
volunteers working every week, we couldn’t come close to doing all the good we do.
In April, our Assembly in conjunction with the American Legion led the effort to bring
“The Wall That Heals” to New Bern. This ¾ size replica of the Vietnam Memorial in
Washington, DC travels from coast to coast and only a select few cities are chosen to host the “Wall” each year. SK
George Halyak chaired the effort to bring the wall to our community and single handedly raised over $50,000 to make the
event possible. Over 20 of our Sir Knights were involved in every facet of the operation from set-up until tear-down. Over
9,000 people came out to visit the wall during its 4-day stay.
These are but two of the many events put on by our Assembly and Council this year. Our members have been instrumental
in planning and staging our Installation of Officers, Shrimp Boils, Wives Appreciation Dinner, Widows luncheon,
Communion Breakfast, etc, etc. The members of our organization never fail to step up and do whatever it takes to
accomplish the task at hand. My hat is off to all of you.
Before I wrap this up, I would like to take time to remember the Sir Knights who passed away this year: Gerry Tetreault,
Bart Spano, Chick Natella, Claude Cote, Lud Hartung and John Pina. They were all fine gentlemen and long-time active
members of our Assembly. We will miss them dearly. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in
peace.
In the past year, you folks have shown that despite challenges and obstacles, you are all willing and able to throw
yourselves into your work. Now, I would like to encourage each and every one of you to take some time off and throw
yourselves into the spirit of the holiday season. Enjoy the spirit of Christmas with your friends and loved ones. In that
vein, my wife, Nancy, and I would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

Doug Uhland
Faithful Navigator

Yes Virginia - there is another Yard Sale Coming Up!!
Doesn’t seem so long ago that we wrapped up our last yard sale, much less the mini-sale that the ladies conducted just
weeks ago. With our storage areas quickly filling we need to crank it up once again for our winter yard sale scheduled for
February 3rd – 5th . Tent setup will be on Friday, January 28th, and the inventory setup process starts officially on Monday
morning. We have requested military volunteers from Cherry Point and New River during the week to help with inventory
breakdown, furniture movement, deliveries, and tent breakdown.
Let’s keep in mind that this is the primary fundraiser for our entire organization, so we need all the help that we can get!!
We will be reaching out to confirm the volunteers who will be working the event.
Pat Rocco & Craig Baader

Knights Feed 12 Families for Thanksgiving
On Tuesday, November 23rd, Council 3303 supported 12 families in
the New Bern community by providing Thanksgiving Baskets. Once
again Dave Nelson and Gordy Barnes took the lead with various
school counselors to identify families in need. Due to the generosity
of our fellow Council Brothers with their additional non-perishable
food donations, we were able to fill 12 boxes and bags in addition to
turkeys and other food items from Piggly Wiggly.
Excess non-perishable food was donated to the RCS.
Preparing the boxes and bags for each family were Rosemary Wetzel
and her team, which included Lucy Andre, Diane Spallanzani, Corrine
Murphy, and Lois
Fragnito.
Randall Ramian
Deputy Grand
Knight
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Knight of the Month - December
Council 3303 Knight of the Month for December is Brother Tom Henry. Tom was born in Joliet, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago,
where he lived in several small communities in the area until he retired in 2003. He first worked in a small cardboard
factory, then moved on to Caterpillar Corporation, where he learned the electrical trade. He retired from Caterpillar after
31 years. Tom also worked as a contractor for several years.
Tom and his wife Marie met in 1969 and married in 1970. They have two sons, one daughter and six grandchildren. He
additionally has two younger sisters.
Tom and Marie’s hobbies and interests include NASCAR Racing (watching, not racing), downhill skiing, where they would
vacation at different ski locations throughout the years. Boating has also been an interest of the Henry’s. They acquired a
19-foot Bayliner in 1988. Additionally, they enjoy cruises to places like the Caribbean Islands, Mexico, Hawaii, and some
of the most southern islands. In addition to all the above-mentioned interests, Tom also is a motorcycle enthusiast. He
acquired his first large motorcycle in 1992 – a Honda Goldwing. Depending on the weather, he and Marie travelled
extensively in the South, Smokie Mountains, Blue Ridge Parkway, Michigan, Wisconsin and even into Canada.
When time came for Tom to retire, he had no idea where he wanted to settle, so he purchased a magazine "Where to
Retire", contacted a realtor from the magazine ad, visited the New Bern area and decided this is where he wanted to spend
the rest of his life. He and Marie have been living in New Bern for over 18 years.
Tom joined the Knights and our Council when he and Marie went to pre-pay for their future funeral and met Danny
Gennantonio, who talked Tom into affiliating with our Council. He has been and is currently the Director for the LAMB
program.
The Monsignor James R. Jones Council is proud to recognize Brother Tom Henry as the December 2021 Knight of the
Month.
Randall Ramian
Deputy Grand Knight

A New Year Begins
Happy New Year! 2022 has arrived and we all pray that it will be better than its predecessor.
The new year brings the opportunity to review plans and make course corrections. A few things to think about.
•
•
•
•
•

Will I or my wife outlive our retirement savings?
Will my pension continue to my wife when my time comes?
Am I leaving fully taxable funds to my spouse or children?
When is the last time I verified the beneficiaries on my insurance and retirement plans are up to date?
If my spouse or I are among the 70% of seniors that will require some sort of extended care, will the cost
decimate our retirement funds?

These are just a few questions we all should be asking ourselves. As a member of the Order, you have the
benefit of a representative that will go over the above and offer solutions your concerns.

Fraternally
Norman J Wilson, FICF
Knights of Columbus
norman.wilson@kofc.org
910-803-8002

January 25 is the Feast Day of the
Conversion of St. Paul, Our Parish’s Patron Saint
St. Paul, names Saul at birth, was born at Tarsus, Cilicia, of Jewish parents who were
descended from the tribe of Benjamin. He was a
Roman citizen from birth. As he was "a young man" at the stoning of Stephen and "an
old man" when writing to Philemon, about the year 63, he was probably born around
the beginning of the Christian era.
To complete his schooling, Saul was sent to Jerusalem, where he sat at the feet of the
learned Gamaliel and was educated in the strict observance of the ancestral Law.
Here he also acquired a good knowledge of exegesis and was trained in the practice
of disputation. As a convinced and zealous Pharisee, he returned to Tarsus before
the public life of Christ opened in Palestine.
Sometime after the death of Our Lord, Saul returned to Palestine. His profound
conviction made his zeal develop to a religious fanaticism against the infant Church.
He took part in the stoning of the first martyr, St. Stephen, and in the fierce
persecution of the Christians that followed.
Entrusted with a formal mission from the high priest, he departed for Damascus to
arrest the Christians there and bring them bound to Jerusalem. As he was nearing Damascus, about noon, a light from
heaven suddenly blazed round him. Jesus with His glorified body appeared to him and addressed him, turning him away
from his apparently successful career.
An immediate transformation was wrought in the soul of Saul. He was suddenly converted to the Christian Faith. He was
baptized, changed his name from Saul to Paul, and began travelling and preaching the Faith. He was martyred as an
Apostle in Rome around 65 AD.
— Excerpted from Lives of the Saints
Patron: Against snakes; authors; Cursillo movement; evangelists; journalists; lay people; ; musicians; public relations
work; publishers; reporters; saddlemakers; tent makers; writers.
Symbols: Book and sword; three fountains; two swords; scourge; serpent and a fire; armour of God; twelve scrolls with
names of his Epistles; phoenix; palm tree; shield of faith; sword; book.
Often portrayed as: Thin-faced elderly man with a high forehead, receding hairline and long pointed beard; man holding
a sword and a book; man with 3 springs of water nearby.

Yes Virginia there is another Yard Sale Coming Up!!
Doesn’t seem so long ago that we wrapped up our last yard sale, much less the mini-sale that the ladies conducted just
weeks ago. With our storage areas quickly filling we need to crank it up once again for our winter yard sale scheduled
for February 3rd – 5th . Tent setup will be on Friday, January 28th, and the inventory setup process starts officially on
Monday morning. We have requested military volunteers from Cherry Point and New River during the week to help with
inventory breakdown, furniture movement, deliveries and tent breakdown.
Let’s keep in mind that this is the primary fundraiser for our entire organization, so we need all the help that we can get!!
We will be reaching out to confirm the volunteers who will be working the event.
Pat Rocco & Craig Baader

K of C
Council 3303
Request for Personal Information Update
Help keep the Council informed so they may keep you informed
Member Name

Member #

Information to be changed
What do you wish to update?
Existing Information

Change to Information

Please return this form to:
A drop box will soon be available in the Chambers to return your request:
Post Office costs continue to rise and add considerable expense to the Council's budget.
Do you have an email address or have access to an email address?
Email Address to use: _________________________________________________

Thank you for helping us to keep accurate and up to date records.
All Information will be sent to the Financial Secretary for his attention.
The Tech Team

Date of Request
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