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Grand Knight’s Comments
Brother Knights:
The month of March brought good news to many brothers
and family members as we received our vaccinations to
combat the COVID 19 Virus. Hurray! Participation in our
activities is increasing.
Our March Business Meeting
attracted over 40 members. We met in the large room in the
CC Hall so we could practice social distancing. Bingo
attendance is up with many regular customers returning.
We served almost 300 fish dinners in our first two DriveThru events. Since many of our new knights and transfers
came aboard virtually, we decided to have a couple of small
gatherings to welcome them in person. The two Pizza Get
Togethers were enjoyable and hopefully informative for
these new brothers. Five of them have already stepped up to
volunteer their time and talent. Gerald Brenc is now the
leader of the 300 Club. Jim Donelson volunteered his time
and equipment to assist in applying a new coat of wax to the
floors in Columbus Club Hall. Marty Pagnozzi is tracking
the Fish Fry tickets as the customers come thru the Drive
Thru Line. Joe Stuppiello has taken over responsibility for
keeping our Widows List current. Tony Cruz has taken
photos for several of our recent events. Thanks to all.

Our Program Director, SK Randall Ramian and several of the Faith in Action Advocates have been
busy identifying various organizations for charitable donations. Details are highlighted as follows:
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

SK and PGK Dick Dodson, the Faith Advocate, requested funds to support a Galaxy
Sponsorship for the St. Paul School Gala to be held on April 23rd. He also requested funds to
support the Bishops Annual Appeal, St. Paul Catholic Church, the Priests Retirement Fund,
The Rosary Makers Fund and Old St. Paul Preservation Society.
Brother John Murphy, the Family Advocate, monitored two major events. The Fish Frys led
by SK Ralph Aviles provided superb meals to our community. SK Vince Fragnito was the
lead cook for our support to the Catholic Daughters Saint Paddy’s Day Corned Beef Dinner.
SK David Nelson, the Community Support Advocate, requested funds to support Focus
Therapy Services, Carolina East Foundation Journey of Hope, Room at The Inn, and Peace
Counseling.
SK Jerry Schill, Life Advocate, requested the release of funds to support the Eastern
Pregnancy Information Clinic (EPIC).
SK Stan Namowicz, Special Olympics Coordinator requested funds to support Craven, Jones
and Pamlico County Special Olympics Organizations.
A special thanks to Stan, Chris
Worsinger, Craven County Special Olympics Coordinator and Karen Publey, Manager of the
Glenburnie Pizza Hut, for their superb effort in leading the recent Spaghetti Dinner.
Brother Tom Henry, Coordinator of the LAMB effort for 2020, worked with the LAMB
Foundation of NC to distribute almost $6,000 to ten local special education organizations.
And kudos to SK Jim Kelly for assisting Tom in finding the funds.
DGK, SK Randall Ramian, and his team led our support to the St. Paul Parish 2021
Bicentennial Event held on March 28th. The title of this event was “Reconstruction and the
Tar Heel Mission of Father Thomas Price” Years 1871-1921. We highlighted the founding of
the Knights of Columbus in 1882 and timelines for both the Knights History of the Order and
the History of MSGR James R. Jones Council 3303.

Membership: Our Membership Director, SK Dan Macsay, participated in the parish Bi Centennial
event on March 28th. He showcased a tri-fold brochure focusing on the value of becoming a Knight.
We had one new transfer this month, Dr. Thomas Simpson.
300 Club is Seeking Members: The new year is just beginning for the 300 Club. By being a
member, you have many opportunities to win monetary prizes and your membership dues support
our council. For $50.00 per year, you have a chance to win a prize every week. Each week we give
away prizes totaling $100.00 and every six months the prize is $1,000. To join send a check payable
to 300 Club to Knights of Columbus, P. O. Box 13903, New Bern, NC 28561-3903.
Looking Ahead: As we look ahead to Spring we are planning events to comply with COVID rules.
•
•

Founders Day Communion Breakfast. A Mass and communion breakfast is planned for
Sunday, April 18th. Save the date.
Spiritual Day of Reflection. PGK Dick Dodson is leading the planning for a Spiritual Day of
Reflection to be held in the Spring. The event will be held on Saturday, May 22, 2021, in Columbus Club Hall and will include a Mass, followed by a continental breakfast and then a

•

series of lectures and discussions with lunch included. The Knights of Columbus NC State
Chaplain, Reverend William P. Lesak, will lead the discussions. The event is open to men
and women of the parish.
Knights Family Picnic. We are planning a family picnic for June. The date is TBD.

Three Brothers Have Passed: Brother William D. Nolan died on March 1, 2021. He was honored at
a funeral mass on March 10, 2021 at St. Paul Catholic Church and was buried with Military Honors
in St. Joseph Cemetery. SK David W. Haner Jr. passed on March 3, 2021. He was buried with
Military Honors at a graveside service at Greenleaf Memorial Park in New Bern on March 12, 2021.
David will be remembered by many brothers as the lead usher for the 8 AM mass. PGK and Former
District Deputy Ludwig F. Hartung passed on Wednesday, March 17, 2021. He was buried with
Military Honors in St. Joseph Cemetery on March 22, 2021. Our beloved Brother was eulogized by
members of his family and PGK Richard Dodson delivered a thoughtful remembrance (below) that
was written by PGK Mikie Casem. May they all Rest in Peace.
Vivat Jesus!

Steve Harman, Grand Knight

Ride a Good Workhorse ‘til He Drops

No amount of words can express my Love for Lud Hartung. I first met Lud in 2001 when I
joined him as a Brother Knight of Columbus with Council 3303. He was a learned man and would
become a mentor to me. We were all “old school”: a time when men treated each other like men and
took no offense to good natured ribbing about our cultural and ethnic differences. The imposing
clouds of political correctness had not yet appeared over the horizon, much less the lethal corona
virus pandemic which would reveal in a terrifying way our human frailty sweeping across our
Nation leaving behind half a million victims in its wake. Lud and I shared stories of our common
Bavarian heritage that we agreed no doubt gave birth to our DNA of hard headedness and attention
to detail. Lud was a man of prayer and great faith yet very pragmatic. His patience, self-effacing
demeanor and quick wit drew you to him as a humble leader. I remember complaining to him about
my increasing workload as council membership chairman and other duties as a council officer. He
looked me in the eye, rested his hand on my shoulder and reminded me that doing God’s work is
never easy; our mission to help the poor and special needs citizens in the community, and St. Paul
Church needs the collective best efforts of all of us. He went on to tell me that having been around
farming a good part of his life had taught him many valuable lessons. He winked and said, if you
have a good workhorse, ride him ‘til he drops.
Everyone here today could share his/her own stories about how being around Lud always
lifted your spirits and made you walk away with a smile. During the past several years while Lud
and I faced our own deteriorating serious medical issues, laughter remained part of our
conversation. When I told him that my recent sixth cancer treatment on my head required
removing a piece of my scalp three inches wide and half an inch deep, Lud quipped, face it, they can
swap kidneys in and out but they can’t replace your head. He told me that when he was informed of
his incurable bone marrow cancer diagnosis, it was too bad that along the way they hadn’t
discovered gold growing in his veins –that would make Bev a rich woman after he was gone.
God gave you the strength, Lud, to carry your Cross of suffering in union with the crucified
Savior Jesus. But now your pain is no more, and your days on earth as a good and faithful
workhorse have come to an end.
Rest in peace, my friend.

PGK Mikie Casem

Knights of Columbus (LAMB) Support to Special Education
The Knights of Columbus Monsignor James R. Jones Council 3303 recently hosted a gathering of
several representatives of the local Special Education Community. Funds obtained from generous
community support to our Least Among My Brethren (LAMB) Campaign were distributed to ten
organizations. Several of the dedicated professionals representing many of these organizations are
shown in the photo below. Our normal Tootsie Roll Campaign was sidelined this year so many
individuals and organizations, to include the City of New Bern, provided grants to help the cause.
Special thanks to the Knights of Columbus LAMB Coordinators Tom Melvin and Jim Kelly.

L to R: Vernon Collins - West Craven High School, Nancy Happ - Focus Therapy Inc, Nancy Jones –
West Craven High School, Mary Dwyer - Jones County Special Olympics, Sheila Magyar and Pamela Fallin Graham Barden School, Kimberly Lassiter - Bangert Elementary School, Rachel Massey and Linda Rieger Creekside Elementary School, Steve Harman-Knights of Columbus Council 3303 Grand Knight.

Membership Update

I am pleased to announce that we have a new transfer to our council – Dr. Tom Simpson.
Welcome aboard and we look forward to you being a part of our council.
The Knights of Columbus have the resources needed to stand up for life, liberty, and family. The
world needs Catholic men to step up and live out their faith. The Knights of Columbus helps men to
answer that call to do more, and to be more. Be proactive and help our council grow by talking to
prospective parishioners to join the Knights and add their voices to our nearly two million members
upholding the faith and the truth.
For those Knights that want to advance their degree or for new members Online Exemplification
is available on demand. Supreme has reconsidered its position and we have received authorization
to continue offering FREE online membership (MCGIVNEY2020) through June 30, 2021. YES,
YES, YES, FREE online membership until the last day of the fraternal year. This IS a game
changer for NC. For any questions or help I can be reached at 252-658-4014 by email
at d.macsay@gmail.com.

Dan Macsay, Membership Director

Happy Easter!

Wow! It’s April already.
At this writing, we are all preparing to observe the Easter Triduum and celebrate the rising
or our Lord, Jesus Christ. My prayer for all my Brother Knights is for you and your family to be
healthy and happy. In addition to celebrating Easter, this time of year brings changes and
reminders. Did you remember to spring forward? Change the batteries in your smoke detectors?
Do your spring cleaning around the house? Meet with your Field Agent for a review and update
to your financial plan for your family?
As time goes on, the plans we make need to be reviewed and sometimes changed to meet the
current situation. Some things to look at: Is that $5,000 policy you bought 30 years ago going to
provide your spouse with enough funds to replace any lost income? Does the policy you purchased
for your children have a contingent owner designated? Are the beneficiaries on your policies
correct? Are your retirement assets at risk due to future extended care costs? Will a large part of
the funds in your qualified accounts go to the IRS vice all to your children?
Fraternally,

Norman J Wilson, FICF
Knights of Columbus Field Agent
910-803-8002; norman.wilson@kofc.org

Family of the Month - March
This March we honor Vince and Lois Fragnito as Family of the Month. As with the others so
recognized, they bring to the table a most interesting and dedicated background.
Vince hails from Brooklyn, New York. He attended Catholic grade and high schools there, and
upon graduation went into the Air Force. He served as a communications specialist for four years.
He met Lois at Andrews Air Force Base in Washington, D.C., a year and a half before leaving the
service. They married in 1960.
Lois grew up in D.C., attending Catholic grade and high schools there. She later worked for
seven years at Riggs Bank in Washington and eventually part-time at the Fairfax County School
System. Sandwiched in this busy schedule, she and Vince raised five children. They now have nine
grandchildren and soon three great-grandchildren.
Vince graduated from Strayer University and spent a 35-year career in the banking industry:
Household Finance Corporation; Export/Import Bank of the US; Resolution Trust Corporation; and
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. They retired to New Bern 25 years ago and became
immersed in both Knight and parish activities. And they are staggering: usher, lector, Eucharistic
minister, RCS Soup Kitchen, Christmas program for seniors, baking for special events, Habitat for
Humanity, Yard Sale, repairing donated furniture, and refurbishing the restrooms at the Knight’s
Hall.
Many of us could almost feel guilty comparing our limited efforts next to Lois and Vince’s. Such a
dedicated and self-less couple, working behind the scenes, and contributing so much to our Catholic
community, they rightly deserve this honor as Family of the Month. And they truly provide for the
rest of us an inspiration to follow in their footsteps.

John Murphy, Family Director

Knight of the Month – March
Brother Armand Dion is the Monsignor James R. Jones Council Knight of the Month.
Armand affiliated with our Council over four years ago and has been a 3rd Degree Knight for two
years. He has not only supported our Council but stepped up to lend much needed assistance to the
Kenneth I. Parker Assembly, #1820 Yard Sales, where he volunteers to set up and disassemble
tents, picks up and delivers furniture with the Assembly Truck during the week and Yard Sale
weekends.
Armand was born in Burlington, Vermont and then as a child moved to Albany, New York where
he graduated from high school in 1969. He enlisted in the U.S Navy after graduation and served
aboard the USS Ranger, based out of the Alameda Naval Air Station, California for four years.
After his military service, he continued his education and received a master’s degree in Electrical
Engineering from the State University of NY in Albany, NY.
He was employed with General Electric in Schenectady, NY for 25 years where he worked
building turbines for undeveloped countries. Armand additionally served as a union representative
for IBEW Local 301 for 10 years. In his spare time while at GE, he obtained his Captain’s license
and started a sport fishing business on Lake Ontario in Pulaski, New York, fishing for king salmon.
After retiring from General Electric, he worked with special needs children at the Shenendehowa
School District in Clifton Park, New York for 12 years.
After retiring from Shenendehowa in 2015 he and his wife Pamela moved to New Bern, N.C.
Armand and Pamela have been married for 50 years and have one son Scott, who is married to
Lisa. Pamela also volunteers with the Assembly Yard Sale.
In Armand’s spare time he enjoys biking, fishing, repairing antique clocks and spending time
with family. He is also an active member and officer with the New Bern Elks Lodge.
Armand, thank you for all your efforts with our Council and Assembly. On behalf of Monsignor
James R. Jones Council, congratulation as our March 2021 Knight of the Month.

Randall Ramian, Deputy Grand Knight

April Wedding Anniversaries
Congratulations to couples with April wedding anniversaries.
•Jerry and Karen Crowdus—April 1, 1973
•Dennis and Margaret Colbert--April 6, 2002
•John and Arlene Elliott—April 8, 1961
•Clement and Sherline Ned—April 10, 2004
•Dean and Ruth Reynolds—April 14, 2011
•George and Barbara Fisher—April 19, 1964
•Robert and Kyong Cha Sisco—April 19, 1974
•Douglas and Dagmar Burrer—April 27, 1990

Lenten Fish Frys Feed Over 400 Meals
The Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Frys were once again a huge success. Our Fish Fry
Team, led by SK Ralph Aviles, cooked and distributed over 400 fish dinners on three separate
Friday nights in late February and March. This year all meals were served at the Family Life
Center in a Drive-Thru manner. Many parishioners who attended the Stations of the Cross were
able to pick up their meals after the service. The pictures below show our super cooks and some of
the young gentlemen with their fathers representing the Troops of St. George, who moved the
meals from the kitchen to the pick-up point.

The “Wall That Heals” is a replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall located on the Capitol Mall
in Washington, D.C. The Wall is coming to New Bern in April of 2021. It is a 3/4 scale replica 375
feet long and 7 1/2 feet tall at its highest point. It is transported in a 53-foot trailer which
transforms into a Mobile Education center after the Wall is assembled. The truck will arrive, via
motorcycle escort, on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 6th at Lawson Creek Park. The Wall consists
of 140 individual panels and is supported by an aluminum frame with LED lighting. It will be set
up on Wednesday, April 7th and will be open to visitors April 7-11.
The Wall and Mobile Education Center will be available for viewing 24 hours a day. There
will be programs and ceremonies every day. We are in need of volunteers to act as hosts, parking
attendants, members of the set-up crew, and miscellaneous chores. Shifts will begin Wednesday
afternoon and continue until approximately noon on Sunday. They will be approximately 4 hours in
length. The set-up requires 30 able-bodied individuals and takes about 6-7 hours. Plans haven’t
been finalized yet, but we think we will need 5 hosts during the day and 3 at night per shift. As you
can see, this is going to require a lot of manpower. If you can help us out, please contact one of the
individuals listed below and provide your name, telephone number, and email address. You can also
provide any other information such as your organization, dates, and times available, preference of
duties, etc. Additionally, refer to thewallatnewbern.com to sign up online.
Thanks in advance for your help.
Vietnam Wall Volunteer Committee
Ralph Aviles
Home: (252) 638-1704
Cell: (252) 204-7700
hipocket@suddenlink.net

Randall Ramian
(650) 235-6350
rjramian@aol.com

Doug Uhland
(252) 675-8629
douguhland@gmail.com

Cancer Patient Makes 4th Degree
Michael Flynn, a member of Council 3303, received his 4th degree on March 16 at the
Carolina East Medical Center. Mike is a terminal cancer patient and has been confined to the
hospital receiving chemotherapy for the past 3 months. He is a retired attorney who relocated to
North Carolina last year and was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer shortly thereafter. He stated that
it has always been his dream to be a 4th degree Knight like his father, grandfather, and great
grandfather before him. North Carolina District Master J.P. Horvat made the trip from his home in
Hampstead, NC to confer the degree. Faithful Navigator Doug Uhland was in attendance as well as
a number of the hospital staff, his caregiver, and therapy dog “Lily”.

Faithful Navigator Report

Faithful Navigator Comments

Sir Knights,
Our next Yard Sale has been scheduled for June
10-12. We will be setting up the tents on Friday, June
5 and be moving and pricing inventory on the 8th, 9th,
and 10th. We can use your help. This operation needs
lots of people to make it work. Any time you can give
us would be greatly appreciated. Our volunteers are
hard at work every Monday and Tuesday morning
getting things ready, so come on out and join the fun!
You don’t have to be 4th degree to help.
We still need volunteers when “The Wall That
Heals” visits New Bern next month. The “Wall” is a ¾
scale replica of the Vietnam Memorial in Washington,
D.C. It will be open to the public in Lawson Creek Park
24 hours a day from April 7th through 10th. We need
folks to help with parking, acting as docents, managing
volunteers and doing odd jobs. So far, we only have
about 60% of the individual shifts manned. Please go
to http://thewallatnewbern.com and sign up for one or
more shifts. We really need your help.

Our assembly added 5 new Sir Knights to our numbers this month. There was a 4th degree
exemplification held at The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary in Wilmington on March 6th. Four of our
Brother Knights became Sir Knights on this day, namely Paul Masotta, Don Hanson, Dan Macsay,
and Fr. Bill Kennedy. Our other new member, Dr. Mike Flynn, received his 4th degree in his
hospital room where he has been confined for the past 3 months. SK J.P. Horvath, our District
Master, made the trip down from his home in Hampstead and did the honors. I went along for
moral support. Congratulations to all of our new Sir Knights.

New Sir Knights, Left to right – Fr. Bill Kennedy, Faithful Navigator
Doug Uhland, Paul Masotta, Dan Macsay, Don Hanson
Now that this pandemic seems to be on its way out, don’t let your guard down. Wear your
mask, keep your distance, and most of all – get your Covid19 vaccination as soon as you can. The
vaccine is becoming widely available, so make your appointment now.
That’s all for now. Here’s wishing you and your families an Easter season filled with peace,
joy, and beautiful weather and here's to an Easter spent remembering what the holiday is really
about: peace, forgiveness, and the gift of Jesus. Happy Easter everyone!
Vivat Jesus!

Doug Uhland, Faithful Navigator

Sir Knight of the Month – March

Our Sir Knight of the month for March is Clark French. Clark is a big asset to the assembly. He
plays a big role in our yard sale. Clark makes sure that our appliances are in tip top shape and
ready to go. If you need your stove or washer fix Clark is your man. I can call Clark about the
stoves and refrigerators in the hall and he is Johnny on the spot.
Clark served in the U S Navy. We thank him for his service to our country. The Navy had a
good man. Clark also was a bingo caller. He yelled out numbers and the people yelled out bingo.
Clark called for about thirty years. He finally retired after yelling all those numbers. I wonder how
many numbers he called in thirty years.

Once again, I would like to thank him for all that he does for the Knights. He makes it a
better place May GOD BLESS YOU.

Philip Nassef, Faithful Captain.

Living on Borrowed Time

Our Roman Catholic religion informs us that, as His most precious creation, God our Father
has known and loved every person born for all eternity. New Testament readings confirm that
Christ Jesus our Divine Savior ‘son of Jacob’ forms a new covenant with all mankind, a fulfillment
of what the prophets predicted in Old Testament scripture. God knew the day and hour we would
begin our earthly life, and the time when He would call each of us Home. However long our earthly
journey, it is but a nanosecond, gone in the blink of an Angel’s eye. The mournful lyrics from an old
country song says it all, ‘We have a long way to go, and a short time to get there’.
The frailty of our human nature has been revealed in a horrific way by the lethal Corona
Virus which has left 550,000 dead in its wake as it swept across our country; and over 50,000
deceased in North Carolina. The medical restrictions imposing social distancing have left our lives
in an upside-down world. We need to follow Jesus’ lead and pray continually for the grace and
strength to persevere through these dark times of uncertainty, knowing that He is always with us.
Now more than ever, the all too familiar sobering words, ‘living on borrowed time’ applies to all of
us, beginning at the moment of conception in our mother’s womb.
The Church’s annual Lenten Season leading up to the joyful celebration of the risen Lord on
Easter Sunday, is a stark reminder of the brevity of life to do God’s Will; and that through almsgiving, fasting and prayer we can open our hearts to God’s forgiveness by confessing (and reconfessing) our sins, and resolving to do better. If we find our self-confessing the same sin over and
over again, that’s OK; it is a sign of our fallen human nature and at least we are continuing to seek
out the grace of our Loving and Merciful God who never gives up on us. We, in turn, need to let go,
and release our crushing heartaches caused by the continual rejection and betrayal of a loved one.
Mikie Casem, Past Grand Knight

Reflection on the Resurrection

The events of the Resurrection bring hope in the knowledge that Christ is alive, and he
wants us to be alive too. Pope Francis in his 2019 Apostolic Exhortation spoke of the hope and
youth that Christ brings to each of us and the entire world. We are renewed by him!

Christ is alive and he remains in us. Risen, he shows the light on his face, he is with us and
never abandons. However far we may wander, he is always there to restore our strength and our
hope, calling on us to return to him and to start afresh.
The Resurrection of Christ is the principle of new life for all of us and begins with conversion
of heart and conscience. May this time of renewed hope enable humanity to respond to social
injustices, homelessness, humanitarian crisis, and calls for freedom and peace. May he be hope for
victims of on-going conflict to which we are at-risk of becoming resigned to. May the Lord of hope
not find us cold and indifferent. May he make us builders of bridges, not walls.
May the Risen Lord, who flung open the doors of the tomb, open our hearts to the needs of
the disadvantaged, the poor and vulnerable, the unemployed, the outcasts, and all those who knock
on the door in search for bread, refuge, and acknowledgement of their human dignity.
Christ is alive! He is hope and youth for each of us and the entire world. May we let ourselves
be renewed by him!
I recently read a poem which told a story of the strength and importance of hope called ‘Four
Candles’. The candles represented peace, faith, love, and hope. The first candle, which was peace,
went out because the world was so full of violence and fighting. The second candle said, “I am Faith,
but I am no longer needed in this world” and with that it went out. Then the third candle began to
speak saying “I am love. People don’t understand my importance, so they put me aside and they
even forget to love those closest to them” Love’s flame then went out too.
A child then entered the room – saw the four candles and wondered why only one was lit as
they were all meant to be aflame until the end of time. The fourth candle responded, “Do not be
afraid, I am hope!” and while I am still burning, we can re-light the other candles. The child’s eyes
were shining at they picked up the candle of hope and re-lit the other candles.
The child was told the greatest of these is love but the candle of hope should never go out in
your life. With hope each of us can live with peace, faith, and love!
Jesus in John 8:12 said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have life filled
with light and never live in the dark.”
So, we pray: Jesus may we always give thanks for your light that shines in a world of
darkness bringing us hope. Amen.
Blessings,

Deacon Jim Hackett

The Monsignor Jones Council 3303 Sponsors “Reconstruction
and the Tar Heel Mission of Father Thomas Price” 1871 -1821,
the Third Bicentennial Event with St. Paul Parish
“Dynamic Saint Paul: Celebrating Our Bicentennial” 1821-2021
The Monsignor Jones Council sponsored the third Bicentennial Event 1871-1921,
“Reconstruction and the Tar Heel Mission of Father Thomas Price” at St. Paul Parish assisting staff
Kathy Bascom and DeLesa Conway on Sunday, March 28th. The Program consisted of the
following: A welcome from the Knights of Columbus by the MC, Bo Wernersbach, Evening Prayer
by Deacon Dan Doban, Music provided by the St. Paul Contemporary Choir, and a video Introduc-

tion by Father Thomas Tully. Additional videos highlighted the “Houses” at St. Paul Catholic
School, “The Story of Father Price”, and “The Catholic Presence of Women Religious” in New Bern
to include The Sisters of Mercy during The Civil War, the Sisters of St. Joseph and the Sisters of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The period covered also coincided with the founding of the Knights
of Columbus Order in 1882, by Blessed Michael McGivney.
Since this period also included the founding of Pepsi-Cola in 1892 in New Bern the Council
decided to serve Pepsi to attendees. Special thanks to Sabrina Bengel with the Pepsi Store for the
donation of Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, and Pepsi Nostalgia for the event. Mike Lynch coordinated with
Sabrina to provide this generous donation. The Bicentennial Committee was comprised of Steve
Harman – Planning/K of C Historical Research, Randall Ramian – Program Lead/Planning, Bo
Wernersbach – Master of Ceremonies/K of C Historical Research, Phil Nassef –
Refreshments/Ushers, Mike Lynch – Refreshments/Ushers, and Dan Macsay – Membership
Information. Additional assistance: Ushers: Paul Masotta, Mark Layel, Dick Dodson, Phil Barber,
Edward Martinez, Scott Fritton and David Finn; Terry Anderson assisted with display and table
set up, take down and cleanup. Many of these Knights are in the pictures below.

Randall Ramian, Deputy Grand Knight

K of C Council 3303
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